THE COMPTROLLER GENERAL

DECISION OF THE UNITED SBTATES
WASHKHINGTON, D.C. 20548

FILE: B-219301 DATE: July 17, 1985

MATTER OF: Charta, Incoporated

DIGEST:

Protest filed after initial closing date for
receipt of proposals, regarding site visit, is
untimely since GAO's Bid Protest Regulations
require that a protest based upon alleged
improprieties in a solicitation which are apparent
prior to the closing date for receipt of initial
proposals be filed prior to the closing date.

Charta Incorporated (Charta) protests the opening of
proposals made pursuant to solicitation No. N62306-85-R0045,
issued by the Naval Oceanographic Office, Bay St. Louis,
NSTL, Mississippi. The solicitation was issued on May 17,
1985, for operation and management of central mailroom
facilities and provision of administrative services. Charta
alleges that it was denied an opportunity for a site visit
to the facilities prior to the closing date for receipt of
proposals,

Charta states that on numerous occasions prior to the
closing date it requested a site visit from agency offi-
cials. The agency's response was that a site visit was
held in accordance with the solicitation's notice on June 4,
1985, and that no other site visit would be allowed. The
solicitation reads, with respect to the site visit:

"L.16 (4) The Site visit and Preproposal
conference will be held at the Naval Oceanographic
Office, Bay St. Louis, NSTL, MS 39522-5001 at 9:00
am, on 4 Jun 1985."

Charta did not protest the above provision in the
solicitation, which only allows one date for a site visit,
until July 2, 1985, with our Office, after the closing date
for the receipt of proposals on July 1, 1985,

Section 21.2(a)(1) of our Bid Protest Regulations

provides that protests based upon alleged improprieties in a
solicitation which are apparent prior to the closing date
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for receipt of initial proposals shall be filed prior to the
receipt of initial proposals. Charta's protest is therefore
untimely.

The protest is dismissed.

Deputy Associate Gemeral Counsel





