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W A S H I N G T O N .  0 . C  2 0 5 0 8  

FILE: B-216633 DATE: March 2 7 ,  1985 

MATTER OF: John T. Davis - Travel Expenses - Airline 
Ticket Purchased with Personal Funds 

DIGEST: 
Through a boarding error, an employee used 
his airline ticket to travel to the wrong 
destination. After he discovered the 
error, the employee spent $ 1 1 9  in personal 
funds to secure a ticket €or  the proper 
destination. The employee may be reim- 
bursed for the cost O E  the airline ticket, 
notwithstanding the $ 1 0 0  cash limitation 
stated in the Federal Travel Regulations, 
becauss the cash purchase was justiEied 
by the circumstances and the employee has 
submitted documentation of the cost of the 
transportation. 

Mr. Jutta E. Partyka, an authorized certifying officer 
of the 'Jnited States Department of the Interior, Office of 
Surface Mining, Reclamation and Enforcement, requests our 
decision on the claim of  Mr. John T. Davis. Y r .  Davis 
requests reimburseinent for the cost of an airline ticket 
he purchased with personal funds. For the reasons stated 
below, we hold that M r .  Davis nay be reimbursed €or the 
cost of the ticket. 

BACKGROUND 

Yr. Davis, who is officially stationed in Homewood, 
Alabama, was directed to travel to a conference in 
S?ring€ield, Illinois, during the period March 5 to March 8, 
1 9 8 4 .  His reservations with Delta Airlines, issued pursuant 
to a Government Transportation Request (GTR), required hiin 
to travel from Birmingham, Alabama, to St. Louis, Missouri, 
and then board a connecting flight to Springfield, Illinois. 

When Mr. Davis arrived at the St. Louis airport on 
March 5, 1 9 8 4 ,  Delta Airlines directed him to d gate having 
sinultaneous boarding of three airplanes. 3ne airplane was 
bound for Springfield, Illinois, and another for  Springfield, 
Missouri. Mr. Davis mistakenly boarded the €Light for 
Springfield, Missouri. After he arrived at the wrany 



B-2 1 6 6  33 

d e s t i n a t i o n ,  M r .  D a v i s  s e c u r e d  r e s e r v a t i o n s  o n  a f l i g h t  
t o  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l l i n o i s ,  p a y i n g  t h e  $ 1 1 9  coach f a r e  w i t h  
p e r s o n a l  f u n d s .  

Mr. D a v i s  c l a i m e d  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  for  t n e  $ 1 1 9  t i c k e t ,  
a n d  f u r n i s h e d  a r ece ip t  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  h i s  c la im.  T h e  
a g e n c y  q u e s t i o n s  w h e t n e r  t h e r e  i s  a l e g a l  b a s i s  f o r  p a y i n g  
Y r .  D a v i s '  c la im.  

DISCUSSION 

O r d i n a r i l y ,  a g e n c i e s  m u s t  r e q u i r e  e m p l o y e e s  t o  use 
a G T R  f o r  common c a r r i e r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o s t i n g  o v e r  
$ 1 0 0 ,  i n  w h i c h  case  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  b u y s  t h e  t i c k e t  a n d  no  
r e i m b u r s e a e n t  o r  r ece ip t  is r e q u i r e d .  See F e d e r a l  T r a v e l  
R e g u l a t i o n s ,  FPYR 1 0 1 - 7  (September  1 9 8 1 )  p a r a s .  1 - 1 0 . 2  
a n d  1 - 1 1 . 3 ;  a n d  41 C.F.R. S 1 0 1 - 4 1 . 2 0 3 - 2  ( 1 9 8 3 ) .  H o w e v e r ,  
we h a v e  a l l o w e d  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  f o r  a t i c k e t  e x c e e d i n g  t h e  
$ 1 0 0  l i m i t a t i o n  p u r c h a s e d  w i t h  p e r s o n a l  f u n d s  a b s e n t  a 
GTR, p r o v i d e d  t h e  e m p l o y e e  s u b m i t s  a r e c e i p t ,  p a s s e n g e r  
c o u p o n ,  o r  o t h e r  e v i d e n c e  s h o w i n g  t h a t  t h e  a m o u n t  c la imed 
was a c t u a l l y  p a i d .  P a t r i c k  G .  O r b i n ,  B - 2 1 5 5 5 0 ,  O c t o b e r  2 3 ,  
1 9 8 4 ;  a n d  E s t h e r  0. Kaloa, 3 - 1 9 8 9 5 0 ,  J u l y  1 8 ,  1 9 8 0 .  T n u s ,  
i n  P a t r i c k  G .  O r b i n ,  c i t e d  a b o v e ,  we h e l d  t h a t  a n  e m p l o y e e  
who  t r a v e l e d  t o  t h e  w r 3 n g  d e s t i n a t i o n  t h r o u g h  a n  a d m i n i s t r a -  
t i v e  errI3r i n  a i r l i n e  r e s e r v a t i o n s  c o u l d  be r e i m b u r s e d  f o r  
t n e  $ 2 8 4  n e  s p e n t  t o  secure a t i c k e t  f o r  t n e  p roper  d e s t i -  
n a t i o n .  

T h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  i n  Y r .  D a v i s '  case  j u s t i f y  h i s  
f a i l u r e  t o  u s e  a STH f o r  t r a v e l '  f r o m  S t .  ~ o u i s  t o  
S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l l i n o i s .  a e c a u s e  o f  t h e  c o n f a s e d  b o a r d i n g  
s i t - l a t i o n  a t  t h e  S t .  L o u i s  a i r p o r t ,  ?Ira Dav i s  used t h e  GT9 
w h i c h  ~ ~ r i g i n a l l y  had b e e n  i s s u e d  t o  h i a  t o  t r a v e l  to  t h e  
wrong d e s t i n a t i o n .  O n c e  h e  d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  e r r a r ,  IYr. D a v i s  
was n o t  i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  r e q u e s t  t h e  i s s u a n c e  of a new GTR. 
Be h a d  n o  c h o i c e  a t  t h a t  time b u t  ta  p u r c h a s e  a n o t h e r  t i c k e t  
w i t h  h i s  own f u n d s .  U n d e r  t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  w e  h o l d  t h a t  
Trlr. Dav i s  n a y  be r e i n b u r s e d  f o r  t h e  f u l l  c3st  o f  t h e  a i r l i n e  
t i c k e t  h e  p u r c h a s e d  w i t h  p e r s o n a l  f u n d s .  

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  f o r  t h e  r e a s o n s  s t a t e d  a b o v e ,  Vr. D a v i s '  
claim f o r  t r a n s p o r t 2 t i o n  e x p e n s e s  i n  t h e  a m o u n t  of $ 1 1 9  may 
be a l l o w e d .  

2. d- & 
F -  d T o l l e r  G e n e r a l  

o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

- 2 -  




