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MATTER OF: E s t e r l i n e  Angus  I n s t r u m e n t  C o r p o r a t i o n  

DIOEST: 

P r o t e s t  r e g a r d i n g  a s p e c i f i c a t i o n  
r e q u i r e m e n t  is d i s m i s s e d  a s  u n t i m e l y  where  
t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  w a s  c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  i n  t h e  
r e q u e s t  f o r  p r o p o s a l s ,  b u t  t h e  p r o t e s t  was 
n o t  f i l e d  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  c l o s i n g  d a t e  f o r  
r ece ip t  o f  i n i t i a l  proposals.  

E s t e r l i n e  Angus I n s t r u m e n t  C o r p o r a t i o n  ( E s t e r l i n e )  
p r o t e s t s  a s  u n d u l y  r e s t r i c t i v e  t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  i n  r e q u e s t  
f o r  p r o p o s a l s  (RFP)  N o .  N00406-84-R-2133, i s s u e d  b y  t h e  
N a v a l  S u p p l y  C e n t e r ,  B r e m e r t o n ,  W a s h i n g t o n  ( N a v y ) ,  f o r  t h e  
p r o c u r e m e n t  o f  1 4  d i g i t a l  s t r i p  c h a r t  r e c o r d e r s .  E s t e r l i n e  
c o n t e n d s  t h a t  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  r e c o r d e r s  b e  a b l e  to  
p r i n t  i n  a minimum o f  f o u r  co lors  e x c e e d s  t h e  a g e n c y ' s  
minimum n e e d s  and  i s  " a r t i f i c i a l . "  

we d i s m i s s  t h e  p r o t e s t ,  

The RFP was i s s u e d  o n  September 9 ,  1 9 8 4 ,  and  t h e  d a t e  
e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  r e c e i p t  o f  i n i t i a l  p r o p o s a l s  was O c t o b e r  1 0 ,  
1984.  The  RFP r e q u i r e d  t h a t  t h e  o f f e r e d  u n i t  " s h a l l  h a v e  
t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  o f  p r i n t i n g  t r e n d  l i n e s  i n  a mimimum of 4 
d i f f e r e n t  colors ."  E s t e r l i n e ' s  p r o t e s t  w a s  f i l e d  w i t h  GAO 
On December 2 9 ,  1984 .  

Our  Bid  P r o t e s t  P r o c e d u r e s  r e q u i r e  t h a t  p ro t e s t s  ' b a s e d  
upon a l l e g e d  i m p r o p r i e t i e s  i n  a r e q u e s t  f o r  p r o p o s a l s  m u s t  
b e  f i l e d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  c l o s i n g  d a t e  f o r  receipt o f  i n i t i a l  
proposals i n  o r d e r  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  o n  t h e  merits. 
4 C.F.R. 5 2 1 . 2 ( b ) ( l )  ( 1 9 8 4 ) :  B e l d e n  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  B-215478, 
J u n e  1 9 ,  1 9 8 4 ,  84-1 C.P.D. 11 647.  I t  is c l ea r  f r o m  t h e  RFP 
t h a t  f o u r  color p r i n t i n g  c a p a b i l i t y  is a m a n d a t o r y  r e q u i r e -  
m e n t .  I f  E s t e r l i n e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  was i n a p p r o p r i a t e ,  i t  was 
i n c u m b e n t  upon i t  t o  protest  p r i o r  t o  t h e  d u e  d a t e  f o r  
receipt  o f  i n i t i a l  p r o p o s a l s  ( O c t o b e r  1 0 ,  1 9 8 4 ) .  S i n c e  
E s t e r l i n e ' s  p r o t e s t  was n o t  f i l e d  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h a t  d a t e ,  i t  
is u n t i m e l y .  
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The p r o t e s t  i s  dismissed. 
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