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I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S e r v i c e  C o r p o r a t i o n  

A b i a  t h a t  o f f e r s  a n  a c c e p t a n c e  p e r i o d  which 
is  l e s s  t h a n  t h a t  r e q u i r e d  i n  t h e  so l i c i t a -  
t i o n  is n o n r e s p o n s i v e ,  a n a  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
award was m i s t a k e n l y  made t o  t h e  p r o t e s t e r  
w i t h i n  t h e  shorter  period i s  i r r e l e v a n t .  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S e r v i c e  C o r p o r a t i o n  ( I S C )  protests  t h e  
Depar tmen t  of t h e  A i r  Force's c a n c e l l a t i o n  o f  t h e  award 
oi C o n t r a c t  ho. F65503-84-C-0020 t o  I S C .  W e  deny  t h e  
p r o t e s t .  

The i n v i t a t i o n  f o r  b i d s  ( I F B )  r e q u i r e d  t h a t  a l l  b i d s  
r e f l e c t  a SU-day a c c e p t a n c e  p e r i o d  and s p e c i f i c a l l y  s t a t e d  
t h a t  a b i d  p r o v i d i n g  less t h a n  t h a t  p e r i o d  would be  
r e j e c t e d  as n o n r e s p o n s i v e .  I S C ' S  D i a  o f f e r e d  a n  a c c e p t a n c e  
period of 6 0  a a y s .  The A i r  Force made award t o  I S C ,  b u t  
C a n c e l l e d  t h e  award 3 d a y s  l a t e r  upon a i s c o v e r y  of t h e  
d i s c r e p a n c y  be tween t h e  r e q u i r e d  and o f f e r e d  b i d  a c c e p t a n c e  
p e r  ioa s . 

h h i l e  ISC a g r e e s  w i t h  t h e  agency  t h a t  t h e  prescribed 
b i d  a c c e p t a n c e  per iod is a material  s o l i c i t a t i o n  r e q u i r e -  
ment ,  i t  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  i t s  o f f e r  of a 60-day r a t h e r  t h a n  a 
90-day a c c e p t a n c e  p e r i o d  i s  iinmaterial here s i n c e  award 
a c t u a l l y  was made w i t h i n  t n e  shorter  per iod.  

A b i d d e r ' s  f a i l u r e  t o  meet a s o l i c i t a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t  
f o r  a minimum b id  a c c e p t a n c e  period r e n d e r s  t h e  b i d  
n o n r e s p o n s i v e .  Peabody h y e r s - C o r p . ,  B-213176, Mar. 13, 
1984,  84-1 CPD ti 295. R e s p o n s i v e n e s s  is a matter of a 
b i d ' s  a c c e p t a b i l i t y  a s  s u b h i t t e a  a n a  opened ,  ana  c a n n o t  
depend o n  t h e  f o r t u i t y  t h a t  t h e  government  a c t u a l l y  
completes t h e  p r o c u r e m e n t  process s o o n e r  t n a n  a n t i c i p a t e a  
i n  t h e  IFB.  Ges C o n s t r u c t i o n ,  l n c . ,  B-210578, Feb.- 1 4 ,  
1983, 83-1 CPD 1 156. T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  ayency  
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a c t u a l l y  awarded t h e  c o n t r a c t  w i t h i n  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  period 
c o n t a i n e d  i n  ISC's b i d  is i r r e l e v a n t .  _. I d .  

I S C  c i t e s  o u r  d e c i s i o n  i n  U n i t e d  B u i l a i n g  S e r v i c e ,  
b3 Comp. (;en. l t i b  ( 1 3 & 4 ) ,  84-1 CPb 11 7 0 ,  i n  s u p p o r t  of 
i t s  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  a g e n c y ' s  d e c i s i o n  t o  c a n c e l  t h e  
awara t o  ISC was improper. T h a t  case does n o t  s u p p o r t  
ISC's p o s i t i o n ,  however ,  s i n c e  there  w e  uphe ld  t n e  
a g e n c y ' s  a e c i s i o n  t o  c a n c e l  a i m p r o p e r l y  awarded c o n t r a c t  
i n  order t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  c o m p e t i t i v e  
u i d a i n g  p r o c e s s .  

T h e  protest  is d e n i e a .  

U G e n e r a l  Counse l  
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