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A bid that offers an acceptance period which
is less than that required in the solicita-
tion is nonresponsive, ana the fact that
awara was mistakenly made to the protester
within the shorter period is irrelevant.

International Service Corporation (ISC) protests the
Departimment of the Air Force's cancellation of the award
of Contract No. F65503-84-C-0020 to ISC. We deny the
protest.

The invitation for bids (IFB) required that all bids
reflect a 9U-day acceptance period and specifically stated
that a bid providing less than that period would be
rejected as nonresponsive. ISC's bid offered an acceptance
period of 60 days. The Air Force made award to ISC, but
cancelled the award 3 days later upon discovery of the

discrepancy between the required and offered bid acceptance
perioas.

while ISC agrees with the agency that the prescribped
bid acceptance period is a material solicitation require-
ment, it contends that its offer of a 60-day rather than a
90-day acceptance period is immaterial here since award
actually was made within the shorter period.

A bidder's failure to meet a solicitation requirement
for a minimum bid acceptance period renders the bid
nonresponsive., Peabody Myers Corp., B-213176, Mar. 13,
1984, 84-1 CPD § 295. Responsiveness is a matter of a
bid's acceptability as submitted and opened, ana cannot
depend on the fortuity that the government actually
completes the procurement process sooner than anticipatea
in the IFB. Ames Construction, lnc., B-210578, Feb. 14,
1983, 83-1 CPD 4 156. Therefore, the fact that the agency

831337/



B-217259

actually awarded the contract within the acceptance period
contained in ISC's bid is irrelevant. Id.

ISC cites our decision in United Building Service,
63 Comp. Gen. 1ot (1984), 84-1 CPD § 70, in support of
its position that the agency's decision to cancel the
award to ISC was improper. That case does not support
ISC's position, however, since there we upheld the
agency's decision to cancel a improperly awarded contract
in order to preserve the integrity of the competitive
bidainyg process.

The protest is denied.
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