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1.  Protest  is d i s m i s s e d  a s  u n t i m e l y  when not f i l e d  
w i t h i n  10 working d a y s  a f t e r  p r o t e s t e r  l e a r n e d  
p r o t e s t  basis .  

2 .  I n a u g u r a t i o n  Day is a working day  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  
government  g e n e r a l l y ,  and t h u s  w i l l  b e  coun ted  a s  
a working d a y  i n  c o n s i d e r i n g  w h e t h e r  a p ro tes t  has  
been t i m e l y  f i l e d .  

T r a c o r  App l i ed  Sciences ( T r a c o r )  p r o t e s t s  t h e  award o f  
a cont rac t  t o  RCA C o r p o r a t i o n  unde r  r e q u e s t  f o r  prOpOSalS 
(RFP) N o .  N00612-84-R-0183, i s s u e d  by t h e  Department of t h e  
Navy for  e n g i n e e r i n g  and technica l  s e r v i c e s .  T r a c o r  
c o n t e n d s ,  i n  e s s e n c e ,  t h a t  b e c a u s e  R C A ' s  o f f e r e d  p r i c e  
a l l e g e d l y  was s i g n i f i c a n t l y  below cos t ,  e i t h e r  RCA s h o u l d  
be  found nonresponsible; i t s  o f f e r  s h o u l d  be found 
n o n r e s p o n s i v e ;  o r  t h e  a g e n c y ' s  n e e d s  s h o u l d  b e  found to  have  
been o v e r s t a t e d .  

T h e  Navy a r g u e s  t h a t  T r a c o r ' s  p ro tes t  is u n t i m e l y .  We 
a g r e e  and d i s m i s s  t h e  p r o t e s t .  

Under o u r  Bid P r o t e s t  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  p ro tes t s  must  be  
f i l e d  w i t h i n  10 working  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  protester  knows o r  
s h o u l d  have  known t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  protest .  49 Fed. Reg. 
49,917,  49,420 ( 1 9 8 4 )  ( t o  be  c o d i f i e d  a t  4 C.F.R. S 21.2 
( a ) ( 2 ) ) .  T r a c o r  s t a t e s  t h a t  i t s  p r o t e s t  is  based  on a 
s y n o p s i s  of RCA's  o f f e r e d  p r i c e s ,  w h i c h  i t  r e c e i v e d  from t h e  
Navy on J a n u a r y  8 ,  1985. To be t i m e l y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  T r a c o r ' s  
p r o t e s t  had t o  b e  f i l e d  no more t h a n  10 working d a y s  
l a t e r - - b y  J a n u a r y  22.  S i n c e  w e  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  t h e  p ro tes t  
u n t i l  J a n u a r y  23, 11  d a y s  l a t e r ,  i t  is u n t i m e l y  and w i l l  n o t  
be c o n s i d e r e d .  

I n  reaching our conclusion,  w e  have  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  T r a c o r ' s  p r o t e s t  would b e  t i m e l y  i f  I n a u g u r a t i o n  Day, 
J a n u a r y  21,  were n o t  c o u n t e d  a s  a working d a y  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  
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g o v e r n m e n t ,  s i n c e  o n l y  f e d e r a l  w o r k i n g  d a y s  a r e  c o u n t e d  i n  
d e t e r m i n i n g  t i m e l i n e s s .  See 49  Fed.  Reg. 4 9 , 4 1 7 ,  4 9 , 4 1 9  
( 1 9 8 4 )  ( t o  be c o d i f i e d  a t 4 C . F . R .  S 2 l . O ( d ) ) .  A l t h o u g h  
I n a u g u r a t i o n  Day i s  a h o l i d a y  i n  t h e  Dis t r ic t  o f  C o l u m b i a ,  
and f e d e r a l  o f f i c e s  i n  t h e  c i t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  our  O f f i c e ,  
g e n e r a l l y  a r e  c l o s e d ,  I n a u g u r a t i o n  Day is  n o t  a n a t i o n a l  
h o l i d a y  and f e d e r a l  o f f i c e s  a r o u n d  t h e  c o u n t r y  g e n e r a l l y  
a r e  o p e n .  For t h i s  r e a s o n ,  w e  h e l d  i n  o u r  d e c i s i o n ,  M u t u a l  
of Omaha I n s u r a n c e  Co . ,  B-201710, J a n .  4 ,  1 9 8 2 ,  82-1 C.P.D.  
71 2 ,  t h a t  I n a u g u r a t i o n  Day t e c h n i c a l l y  is a f e d e r a l  w o r k i n g  
d a y  w i t h i n  t h e  mean ing  o f  o u r  p r o c e d u r e s .  We d i d  go o n  t o  
c o n s i d e r  t h a t  protest  b e c a u s e  I n a u g u r a t i o n  Day was t h e  t e n t h  
d a y  of t h e  t i m e l i n e s s  per iod  and  t h e  protest  t h u s  c o u l d  n o t  
be f i l e d  i n  o u r  O f f i c e  t h a t  d a y .  Here, h o w e v e r ,  t h e  f i n a l  
d a y  o f  t h e  t i m e l i n e s s  p e r i o d  was J a n u a r y  22 ,  t h e  d a y  a f t e r  
I n a u g u r a t i o n  Day, and  T r a c o r  t h u s  c o u l d  have f i l e d  i t s  
pro tes t  o n  t h a t  d a y .  B e c a u s e  i t  d i d  n o t  d o  so ,  i t s  p r o t e s t  
i s  u n t i m e l y .  

T h e  p r o t e s t  is  d i s m i s s e d .  

-of t h e  U n i t e d  
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