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A p r o t e s t e r  c h a l l e n g i n g  a c o n t r a c t  award is 
n o t  a n  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t y  unde r  GAO B i d  
P r o t e s t  Procedures, and i t s  p r o t e s t  t h u s  is 
d i s m i s s e d ,  where i t  would n o t  be  i n  l i n e  
for  award i f  i ts p r o t e s t  were uphe ld .  

Second source Computers ,  I n c .  ( S S C )  protests  t h e  
award of a con t r ac t  t o  T e c h n i c a l  Main tenance  S e r v i c e s  
(TMS) u n d e r  i n v i t a t i o n  f o r  b i d s  ( I F B )  No. NA-84-IFB-00098, 
i s s u e d  by t h e  Depar tment  o f  Commerce f o r  computer  
equipment .  SSC p r i n c i p a l l y  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  TMS's b i d  took 
e x c e p t i o n  t o  c e r t a i n  I F B  r e q u i r e m e n t s  and t h u s  s h o u l d  have  
been  rejected a s  n o n r e s p o n s i v e .  We d i s m i s s  t h e  p r o t e s t .  

Under o u r  B i d  Protest  P r o c e d u r e s ,  a p a r t y  m u s t  be 
" i n t e r e s t e d "  b e f o r e  w e  w i l l  c o n s i d e r  i t s  p r o t e s t .  
4 C.F.R. S 2 1 . 1 ( a ) ( 1 9 8 4 ) .  A p a r t y  w i l l  n o t  be deemed 
i n t e r e s t e d  where i t  would n o t  be i n  l i n e  f o r  award i f  i ts  
protest  were s u s t a i n e d .  - See P l u r i b u s  P r o d u c t s  I n c . ,  
B-210444, Mar. 7 ,  1983 ,  83-1 C.P.D.  II 226. The record 
shows t h a t  SSC was o n l y  t h e  t h i r d  l o w  b i d d e r  a f t e r  TMS and 
S p e r r y  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  and SSC n e i t h e r  a l l eges  t h a t  S p e r r y ' s  
b i d  w a s  n o n r e s p o n s i v e  n o r  a s se r t s  a n y  o ther  reason why 
S p e r r y  would n o t  be e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  award. u n d e r  these 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  S p e r r y ,  n o t  SSC, would be i n  l i n e  for  award 
i f  TMS's b i d  were rejected a s  n o n r e s p o n s i v e ,  and S S C  
therefore i s  n o t  a n  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t y .  See P h o t i c a  I n c . ,  
E-211445, J u l y  11, 1983 ,  83-2 C.P.D. fl 74. 
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