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1. Alleqation that awardee lacks inteqrity 
constitutes a protest aqainst an affirmative 
determination responsibility that GAO will 
not review in the absence of a showing of 
possible fraud or bad faith on the part of 
the contracting officer or a failure to apply 
definitive criteria of responsibility. 

2. A trade association that has filed a protest 
on behalf of its members is not an interested 
party under GAO Aid Protest Procedures where 
no member of the trade association has a 
direct or substantial interest in the 
procurement . - 
The Northwest Forest Workers Association protests the 

award of a contract to Tepa Jalisco, Inc. under invitation 
for bids No. OR910-IFB3-13, issued by the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM), Department of the Interior, for tree 
plantinq in Coos Bay, Oregon. 

We dismiss the protest. 

The protester, a trade association representing 
worker cooperatives, several of which submitted bids in 
response to t h e  solicitation, contends that the awardee 
does not have a satisfactory record of business inteqrity 
and ethics, citing a 1974 criminal conviction of its 
president,  a 1983 penalty for violation of state labor law, 
and other charges. The Workers Association also alleges 
that Tepa Jalisco's performance on a current contract with 
the BLM is seriously deficient. 
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We will not consider these contentions. In order to 
have a protest considered by our Office, a party must be 
"interested" under our Bid Protest Procedures, 4 C.F.R. 
S 21.l(a) (1984). In determinins whether a party is 
sufficiently interested, our Office examines the party's 
status in relation to the procurement and the nature of the 
issues involved. Therm-Air Mfg. Co., Inc., 59 Comp. Gen. 
255 (198(l), 80-1 CPD (I 119. In determining whether a trade 
association qualifies as an interested party, we focus upon 
the interest its constitutent members may have in the 
procurement. 
Engineers, B-199548, Sept. 15, 1980, 80-2 CPD 196, rev'd 
on other grounds, B-199548.2, Aug. 13, 1982, 82-2 CPD (I 
128. Here, the Workers Association does not assert that 
any of its members is the second or third low bidder, so as 
to be in line for award if we were to sustain the protest. 
Hence, we must conclude that no individual member of the 
trade association itself has the requisite direct and 
substantial interest necessary to maintain a protest. - See 
International Business Investments, B-202164.2, June 8, 
1981, R1-1 CPD lf 459. If none of the members of a trade 
association is an interested party, the trade association 
itself cannot be considered an interested party. Committee 
of_Pomestic Steel Wire Rope & Specialty Cable 
Manufacturers, B-208801, Sept. 15, 1982, 82-2 CPD (I 231. 

Moreover, the protester's allegation that Tepa 
Jalisco lacks business inteqrity and ethics constitutes a 
challenqe to an affirmative determination of responsibility 
which our Office will not review in the absence of a 
showing of possible fraud or bad faith on the part of 
contracting officials or a failure to apply definitive 

- See Association of Soil and Foundation 

responsibility criteria. John C. Holland Enterprises, 
B-216250, Sept. 24, 1984, 84-2 CPD W 336. Neither 
exception applies here. 

We also will not review the allegation that Tepa 
Jalisco is not actually complying with its obliqations 
during the performance of a current contract, since this is 
a matter of contract administration. Our Bid Protest 
Procedures are reserved for considering whether an award of 
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a contract complies with statutory, regulatory, and other 
legal requirements, not with postaward performance. - ASC 
Medicar Service, Inc., B-213724, Dec. 30, 1983, 84-1 CPD 
1 4 5 .  

We therefore dismiss the protest. 

Comptroller 
*of the 
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