THE COMPTROLLER GENERAL

DECISION OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHKINGTON, D.C. 205%5a8
FILE: B-217470 DATE: January 17, 1985

MATTER OF: Fire Guard Inc.

DIGEST:

Mistake in bid claims alleged after
award are not considered by GAO since
they are claims "relating to" contracts
within the meaning of the Contract Dis-
putes Act of 1978, which requires that
all such claims be filed with the con-
tracting officer.

Fire Guard Inc. protests the award to it of a
contract for the installation of a fire protection
sprinkler system under an invitation for bids for
project No. R-CO-85-137 issued by the General
Services Administration (GSA). Fire Guard contends
that GSA improperly awarded it the contract after the
agency refused to permit correction of a mistake in
Fire Guard's bid, or, in the alternative, to allow
withdrawal of the bid.

We do not consider mistake in bid claims alleged
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after award. Such matters are claims "relating to" con-

tracts within the meaning of the Contract Disputes Act

of 1978, 41 U.S.C. § 601-613 (1982), which requires that

all such claims be filed with the contracting officer
for decision. Rainey's Security Agency, Inc., B-214653
July 2, 1984, 84-2 CPD 9 96. Fire Guard's mistake
claim, first brought to our attention more than a month
after contract award, should be filed under Contract
Disputes Act procedures,

The protest is dismissed.
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for the Comptroller Gen
of the United States
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