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DIGEST: 

1. I F 9  requirement that bidders prove that thev 
have soecific specifications and drawincrs and 
s5ow that their Droducts are interc5anqeable 
with existinq government-owned eauipnent 
relates to the bidders' ability to perform, 
i.e., resoonsibilitv, which may be determined 
on t3e basis of information submitted after 
bid onening, rat'ler than bid responsiveness. 

?. qince the crnall musiness Administration has 
conc1;sive authority to determine a s ~ a l l  
business resgonsi5le, I ; F O  will not review a 
contr-ztina aaency's decision that a small 
~ U C ~ ? ~ S S  is nonresponsible. 

Astronautics rorooration of AmeriTa ( P a 2 P . l  Drotests t'le 
~ossihle award of a contract to Aeronautical Instrument and 
aa3io ComDany f a I ? . C O ) ,  +_?e low bidder inder invitation for 
bids ( T F s )  No. 94ASn7-Pd-R-FlG4, issued by the rlnited States 
F m v  ("omnunications - Slectronics Command IPrmv) , port 
wonmouth, 'iew Jersev, for horizontal situation indicators 
for the Plack qawk selicopter. PCP araues that 4TRCO's Did 
is nonresponsive and that AIRCO is not a responsible bidder. 

We deny the protest in part and dismiss the reTainder. 

The I C E  contained the followinq clause entitled 
'I OT H F RW I S E P P S T R I C T  E D 'I : 

"This procurement is limited to bidders 
havinq complete specifications, includinq all 
drawinqs and technical data for either Astro- 
nautics Corp. Part MO. 1327qO or Fendix Corn. Part 
" 0 .  3 S 0 9 3 9 3 - 5 .  Complete interchangeability in the 
form, fit and function of the item within exisllinq 
Governpent owned equiDment is required. Ridders 
will be reatlirod to prove that thev meet the above 
reauiro~ents. This is required as the Clovernment 
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d o e s  n D t  h a v e  s u f f i c i e n t  t o c 5 n i c s l  i n f o r T a t i o n  t o  
e v a l u a t e  FIR "or e a u a l "  i t e n .  " h e  C o v e r n r e n t  
r e s e r v e s  t he  r i q h t  t3 award a Z o n t r a c t  b a s e d  
s o l e l y  on t h e  lowest p r o p o s e d  ~ r i c p  r e c e i v e d  f ~ o v  
a r e s p o n s i 5 1 ~  b i d d e r  w i t h o u t  f i r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n s  
ar q e a o t i a t i o q . "  

We d o  n o t  ~ c ~ r ? e  w i t ?  t h e  3r.3test-r  t 5 a t  .T???'s a l l o a ~ d  
f 3 i I i i r e  a t  5 i d  T p s n i n a  t o  crove t h a t  i t  met t5e a h g v e  
r e u u i r e r x n t s  r e n d e r e d  i t s  S i d  n o n r e s o o c s i v e .  Yo S e l i ~ v o  
C ' ? 3 t  t h e s e  reauirements r e l a t e  t3 t h e  s i d d e r ' s  r e s D o ? s i ' z i l -  
i ty---i ts  a b i l i t y  t o  p e r f o r m  i n  a c c o r 2 a n c e  w i t h  t h e  TT?, an? 
n o t  t 3  r e s w o n s i v e n e s s ,  w h i c h  c o n c e r n ;  w h e t h e r  a b i d d e r  i a s  
! ! n e a u i v o c a : l y  o f f e r e d  t o  p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e s  or s u ~ c l i e s  i n  
c o i f o r m i t v  w i t h  t h e  a a t i r i a l  terns a n d  c o n d i t i o n s  of t h e  
s o l i c i t a t i o n .  qee ~ i m m i e  p u s c a t e l l o ' s  V i l i t a r v  a n $  C i v i l i a n  
mailers, R-?I IF ;~P.  S e o t .  2 9 ,  1 ~ ~ 1 ,  97-7 C.D.T. 91 la?. b i e  
a l s o  d i s a c r r o e  w i t h  A T P ' s  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e  a S o v e - ~ e n t i o n e d  
r e a u i r e T e n t s  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  3 r o d u c t  t o  Se s u m l i e d  ( r e s n o n -  
s i - i o n e s s )  i n s t e a d  of t h e  S i d q e r ' s  a b i l i t y  t c  W K ~ , J ~ T .  T r l  

a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  r e l e v a n t  s o l i c i t 3 t i o ~  c l a u s e s  do not c o n t a i n  
l a n a u a a e  s t a t i n c r  t h a t  b i d s  n o t  e ; r i d o n c i n q  c o n f o r n a n c e  w i t 9  
i t s  terms w o u l d  be r e j e c t e d ,  o n e  o F  t h e  t r a d i ' i o n a l  e l e m e n t s  
of. a r e s p o n s i v e n e s s - t - ~ ? e  reai i i rament .  - qee F.C. C a ~ n ~ b e l l ,  
T n c . ,  3 - 2 n 3 S R 1 ,  Pet. 9,  t 9 R 1 ,  R 1 - 3  C.0 .Q.  11 2 0 5 .  :&:e c o n -  
=de t h a t  ITQ23's n i d ,  w h i c h  i n - l i c a t e d  c o m p l i ~ n c s  w i t h  a l l  
t h e  s r J l i c i t 3 t i n n ' s  r o a ~ i r e f l e n t s ,  ' x i t h o a t  S X C P D ~ ~ O ? ,  was 
p r ( 3 p e r 1 - 3  d e t e r T i r l e d  tr, h e  r e s ~ o n s i v e .  

T ?  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  r a s r m n S i ~ . r e n e s s  a r q u m e n t ,  P.CF a r a u e c  
t + a t  f?r a nclm5er o f  o t h e r  reasons ,  3, IRCO c o u l d  n o t  per€QrT 
i n  a c c o r . d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  s o l i c i t a t i o n  terms a n d  n e e t  i t s  
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del ivery  schedule. The cont rac t iqq  o f f i c e r ,  a f t e r  reviewing 
A I R C O ' S  preaward s g r v e y ,  whicF: rocormended t h a t  n 2  award  S e  
T.ade 50 AITCO, determined A I 3 C O  t o  b e  nonresponsible. 
Theref2re,  t h i s  i ssue i n  academic. Nevertheless,  s ince  
A I 3 Z O  i s  a Small business ,  the matter of AI3CO's responsibi-  
l i t y  has Seen r e fe r r ed  t o  the m a l l  Rusiness Administration 
( S P A !  f o r  the possible  issuance of a c e r t i f i c a t e  of corn- 
potency ( C O C ) .  Fecause the q I 3 F  h a s  conclusive au thor i ty  to  
determine a s T a l l  Susiness responsible  by i s s u i n q  a COC 
' 1 5  Y . S . S .  6 63'(b)(7)(A) ( 1 9 5 2 ) ) ,  t h i s  OfFiccl w i l l  not 
review t+is T a t t e r .  Sinqleton Contractina Corp., 5-?1.?F;c13, 
Aua. 1 5 ,  1 9 8 3 ,  8 3 - 7  C . D . n .  ll 7 1 4 .  

The D r o t e s ?  is  denied. 




