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DIGEST:

Protester is not an "interested party” under GAO
Bid Protest Procedures to protest that another
bidder other than the awardee should have been
awarded two coatracts siace it has no direct
economic interest in the outcome of the protest.

Starwin Industries, Inc. (Starwin), protests the award
of two contracts to Guytronics, Iac., under solicitations
No. DLA400-84-B-4172 and No. DLA400-84-B-5115 1issued by the
Defense General Supply Center, Defense Logistics Agency
(DLA), for the production of guy assemblies. Starwin con-
tends that another bidder, R.A. Miller Industries, Inc.,
submitted the lowest bids and should have been awarded both
contracts. ’

We dismiss the protest because Starwia 1is not an
"interested party"” as required by our Bid Protest Proce-
dures, 4 C.F.R. § 21.1(a) (1984). Whether a party is suffi-
ciently interested depends upon its status 1ia relation to
the procurement, the nature of the issues raised, and how
these circumstances show the existence of a direct and sub-
stantial economic interest on the part of the protester.

See Die Mesh Corporation, 58 Comp. Gen. 111 (1978), 78-2
C.P.D. 1 374. Since Starwin has no direct economic interest
in protesting that another bidder should have been awarded
these coatracts, we will not consider its protest. See
Green Mountain Cabins, Inc., B-199669, Feb. 11, 1981, 8l-1
C.P.D. 1 91,

In any event, R,A, Miller Industries, Inc., could not
be awarded the contracts, because the contracting officer
found Miller to be nonresponsible and Miller declined to
apply to the Small Business Administration for a certificate
of competency. Ia such cases, GAO will not review the
finding of nonresponsibility. Okaw Industries, Inc.,
B~214481, Mar. 13, 1984, 84-1 C.P.D. ¢ 307.
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