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WABHINGTON, D.C. 230848

FILE: B-215641 DATE: July 20, 1984

MATTER OF: Kelly & Assocliates

DIGEST:

GAO)does not review contracting officer's

irmative determination of responsibil-
ity except in limited circumstances not
applicable here.

Kelly & Associates (Kelly) protests the award of a
contract to Quality Control (Quality) under invitation for
bids No. N62470-83-B-6474 1ssued by Norfolk Navy Shipyard,
Portsmouth, Virginia. Kelly contends essentially that
Quality will not be able to perform the contract because it
does not have the necessary equipment, facilities and
qualified personnel.

We dismiss the protest.

Kelly's allegations constitute a challenge to the
respousibility of Quality as a contractor. Before awarding
a contract, the contracting officer must determine that a
prospective contractor is responsible. Our Office does not
review the contracting officer's affirmative determination
of responsibility absent a showing that the contracting
officer acted fraudulently or in bad faith, or that
definitive responsibility criteria in the solicitation have
not been met. Cardinal Moving & Storage, Inc., B-209915,
Dec. 22, 1982, 83-1 C.P.D. ¥ 2. Neither exception is
applicable here.
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Harry R. Van Cleve
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