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THE COMPTROLLER GENERAL.
OFf THE UNITED STATES

WASBSHINGTON, D.C. 20548

FILE: R-215406 DATE: June 27, 1984

MATTER OF: Unico, Inc.

DIGEST:

Protest that firm was denied opportunitv
to compete in small nurchase nrocurement,
filed with CAO more than 10 workina days
after nrotester received notification of
award to another firm, is untimely and not
for consideration on the merits,.

"mico, Tnc. nrotests the award of a contract for
a word processor by ¥ellv Air Force Rase, San Antonio,
Texas. We dismiss the protest as untimelv,

In mid-Febhruarv 1984, the nrotester telenhoned the
aagencv and was advised that the aagencv intended to buv
apother firm's word orocessor. The nrotester informed
the aagencv that it wished to submit a Aduotation, hut was
tolé hy the aagencv that it was nnt able to locate the
solicitation, Fipally, on Mav R, the aaencv informed
""nico that the eauipment was heino installed. The
aaencv also advised the prrotester that on small opur-
chase procurements its practice is to "rotate" the
vendors solicited because there are too manv firms to
seek televhore auotations from them all.

The nrotester's comnlaint is that it was not allowed
to submit a cuotation on this nrocurement and thus was
irproverlv excluded from comrmetition, Tt reauests that
the award be rescinded.

Our Rid Protest Procedures, 4 F,F, P, & 21,2(bY(2)
(1984), recuire that a nrotest, in order to be considered,
must be received in our office not later than 10 workina
davs after the bhasis for protest is ¥nown or should have
heen known, whichever is earlier.

Py May R, 10924, T'mico was clearly informed that
awar® had heep made to another firm, Conseauentlv, Tnico
was recuired to file its protest within 10 davs. Unico's
nrotest, however, was not received in our office until
Mav 21, and therefore is untimelvy.
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The protest is dismissed.

lJ . the Clowe

Harry R. Van Cleve
Acting General Counsel





