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DIGEST: 

protest  t h a t  f i r m  was d e n i e d  o p n o r t i i n i t v  
t o  coFnete i n  small n u r c b a s e  ~ r o c u r e ~ e n t  , 
f i l e d  w i t 5  CFCl more t h a n  1n w o r k i n n  d a y s  
p f t e r  nrotester  received n o t i f i c a t i o n  of 
a w a r d  t o  a n o t h e r  f i r m ,  is u n t i r r r e l v  and n o t  
For c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o n  t h e  merits. 

T l n i c o ,  Tnc .  protests  t h e  award of a c o n t r a c t  fo r  
a word nrocessor bv v e l ' l v  n i r  Force Q?se ,  !?an F n t o n i o ,  
T e x a s ,  Ye d i s m i s s  t h e  p ro tes t  a s  u n t i m e l v .  

Tn ~ i d - F e b r i i a r v  1 Q R 4 ,  t h e  n r n t e s t e r  t e l e n h o n e d  t h e  
a a e n c v  a n d  w a s  a d v i s e d  t h a t  t h e  a c r e n c v  i n t e n d e d  t o  b u v  
r n o t h e r  f i r m ' s  word nt-ocessor. T h e  nrcrtestcr i n f o r m e d  
t h o  a a e n c v  t h a t  i t  w i s h e d  t o  s u b m i t  a b u o t a t i o n ,  h u t  was 
to16 hv t h e  Fcrencv t h a t  i t  was n o t  a h l e  t o  l oca t e  t h e  
s n l i c i t a t j o n .  F i n a l l v ,  on v a v  P, t h e  acroncv  i n f o r m e d  
r l n i c n  t h a t  t h e  e n u i ~ m e n t  w a s  heirla i n s t a l l e d .  T h e  
AnPncv a l s o  a d v i s e d  t h e  p ro tes te r  t h a t  o n  m a l l  n u r -  
c r h ~ s e  n r o c u r e v e n t s  i t s  nrPc t ice  is t o  " r o t a t e "  t h e  
v e n d o r s  so l i c i t ed  h e c a u s e  t h e r e  a r c  too F a n v  f i rm t o  
seek telenhone a u o t a t i o n s  from t h e m  a l l .  

'We protes te r ' s  c o m n l a i n t  is t h a t  i t  was n o t  a l l o w e 4  
to s 1 . 1 b ~ i t  a c c u o t a t i o n  o n  t h i s  p r o c u r e m e n t  and t h u s  was 
i v n r o n e r l v  e x c l u d e d  from c o r n n e t i t i o n .  f t  recriiests t h a t  
t h e  s w a r d  be r e s c i n d e d .  

OUT Pid P r c r t e s t  D r n c e d u r e s ,  A P.F.F. I: 21.7!b)f7) 
( 1 9 9 4 1 ,  r e a u i r e  t h a t  a u r o t o s t ,  i n  order t o  he c o n s i d e r e d ,  
n u s t  be received i n  o u r  o f f i c e  n o t  l a t e r  t h a n  If? workincr  
davs  a f t e r  t h e  h a s i s  for nrotes t  is known o r  s h o u l ?  h a v e  
b e e n  known , w h i c h e v e r  is e a r l i e r  . 

Pv "av P, lQP4, Vniicc, was c l e a r l y  i v f o r m e d  t h a t  
a w a r ?  had  heen  lnade t o  a n o t h e r  f j r m .  C o n s e a u e n t l v ,  T l n i c o  
w a s  r e n u i r e d  t o  f i l e  i t s  pro tes t  w i t h i n  lr! davs .  P n i c o ' s  
? ro tes t ,  h o w e v e r ,  was n o t  r e c e i v e d  i n  o u r  o f f i c e  u n t i l  
rt?v 1 1 ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  is  u n t i w l v .  
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The protest is dismissed. 

Acting General Counsel 
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