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D 10 EST: 

GAO will not review protest that government 
should procure services from particular firm on 
a sole-source basis. 

Marker-Mode11 Associates, representing the Leslie 
Company, protests the decision of the Naval Supply Center, 
Norfolk, Virginia, to competitively procure repair services 
for Leslie Company equipment owned by the Navy under request 
for proposals (RFP) No. N00189-84-R-0165. According to the 
protester, the procurement should be restricted to the 
Leslie Company, as the original equipment manufacturer, 
because the specifications necessary to repair the parts are 
proprietary to the Leslie Company and it will not sell parts 
to other firms. The protester maintains that no firm other 
than the Leslie Company has the capability to repair the 
equipment. 

In view of the objective of our bid protest function to 
insure full and free competition for government contracts, 
as a general matter, our Office does not consider it appro- 
priate to review a protest that an agency should procure 
services from a particular firm on a sole-source basis. 
Thermionics Laboratory, Inc., B-196074, October 19, 1979, 
79-2 CPD 273. Ingersoll-Rand, B-205792, January 8, 1982, 
82-1 CPD 26. This is so even where the protester claims 
that its proprietary position makes it the only firm quali- 
fied to do the work. Thermionics Laboratory, Inc., supra; 
Baird Corporation, B-206268, July 6, 1982, 82-2 CPD 17. 

Protest dismissed . 

Harry R, Van Cleve 
Acting General Counsel 




