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DIOEST: 

1. Firm that did not submit a bid is not an 
"interested party" qualified to protest 
award. Unlike successful bidders, who would 
have been appropriate parties to protest, 
firm has no direct economic interest at 
stake . 

2. Contractor's compliance with specifications 
concerns administration of contract, which 
is not for resolution under GAO Bid Protest 
Procedures. 

Tate Rnsineering, Inc. protests the award of a 
contract to Mech-Air, Inc. under invitation for  bids 
No. 86-A-S&F-83, issued by the Department of Agricul- 
ture. The contract concerns removal of an old boiler 
and replacement with a new 60-horsepower boiler at the 
U.S .  National Arboretum. Tate contends that the boiler 
supplied by Mech-Air, Inc. does not comply with the tech- 
nical requirements of the specifications. We dismiss the 
protest. 

The report submitted to our Office by the Department 
of Aqriculture indicates that Tate was not one of the eiqht 
bidders respondinq to the invitation. As such, we must 
view the protester as not havinq the direct economic 
interest that is necessary to make it an "interested party" 
under our Bid Protest Procedures, 4 C.F.R. S 21.l(a) 
(1983), to challenge determinations of technical accept- 
ability. = Rill Conklin Associates, Inc., €3-210927, 
August 8, 1983, 83-2 CPD 177. The direct economic 
interests at stake here are those of the bidders who 
Participated in the procurement and did not receive the 
award. If Tate's allegation is true, the unsuccessful 
bidders are the ones who were harmed, and they would 
have been the appropriate parties to file a protest with 
our Office. Career Consultants, Inc., 8-203260.2, Novem- 
ber 19, 1951, 81-2 CPD 409. 
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To t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  T a t e  is c o n t e n d i n g  t h a t  Mech-Air, 
I n c .  w i l l  n o t  comply w i t h  i t s  o b l i g a t i o n s  u n d e r  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  o f  i ts c o n t r a c t ,  t h e  f i r m  is r a i s i n g  a n  i s s u e  of 
c o n t r a c t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t h a t  is  n o t  f o r  r e s o l u t i o n  u n d e r  
o u r  p r o c e d u r e s ,  which  are r e s e r v e d  f o r  d e t e r m i n i n g  w h e t h e r  
a n  award or p r o p o s e d  award complies w i t h  s t a t u t e s  and 
r e g u l a t i o n s .  HSQ T e c h n o l o g y ,  B-208557.5, J u l y  11, 1983,  
83-2 CPD 69.  

The p r o t e s t  is d i s m i s s e d .  

2.d-  L . Van Cleve 
A c t i n g  G e n e r a l  C o u n s e l  
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