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D IO EST: 

1.  A bonus  t i cke t  r e c e i v e d  by a n  employee 
as  a r e s u l t  o f  t r i p s  p a i d  by b o t h  
a p p r o p r i a t e d  f u n d s  w h i l e  o n  o f f i c i a l  
t r a v e l  and  p e r s o n a l  f u n d s ,  is t h e  
property o f  t h e  Government and s h o u l d  
be t u r n e d  i n t o  t h e  appropriate  
o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  Government.  

2. An employee  who e n t e r s  a p r o m o t i o n a l  
program and r e c e i v e s  a n o n t r a n s f e r a b l e  Y F  

may u s e  s u c h  b e n e f i t s  s i n c e  t h e  . -  
f r e e  u p g r a d e  t o  f i r s t - c l a s s  s e r v i c e  

Government h a s  no use f o r  s u c h  
b e n e f i t s .  - .  

T h i s  d e c i s i o n  r e s p o n d s  to  a r e q u e s t  by M r .  Ludlow C. 
M a r t i n ,  A c t i n g  C h i e f  C o u n s e l ,  U.S. Army Electronics Research 
and  Development Command, c o n c e r n i n g  s e v e r a l  i s s u e s  which  
arose a s  a r e s u l t  of bonus coupons  e a r n e d  by M r .  Abraham 
Frydman w h i l e  o n  o f f i c i a l  b u s i n e s s .  By d e c i s i o n s  of t o d a y ,  
B-210717 and B-212236, w e  have  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  i s s u e s  r a i s e d  
by Mr. M a r t i n .  However, w e  w i l l  b r i e f l y  ra ise  and  answer  
a l l  q u e s t i o n s  r a i s e d  i n  M r .  M a r t i n ' s  r e q u e s t .  

The f irst  q u e s t i o n  r a i s e d  is who owns a bonus  a i r l i n e  
t i c k e t  when a Government employee ,  who h a s  e n r o l l e d  i n  a n  
a i r l i n e  mileage a c c u m u l a t i o n  program,  e a r n s  a bonus  a i r l i n e  
coupon b a s e d  o n  b o t h  Government and  p e r s o n a l  t r a v e l  m i l e a g e .  

As d i s c u s s e d  i n  B-210717 and B-212236, i f  Government 
f u n d s  are.used by a n  employee o n  o f f i c i a l  b u s i n e s s  and  t h e  
employee receives a bonus coupon as a r e s u l t  o f  Government 
t r a v e l  and p r i v a t e l y  f i n a n c e d  t r a v e l ,  t h e  bonus  t i c k e t  or 
other  p r o m o t i o n a l  g i f t  is t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  Government.  
S e e  also 41 C.F.R. P a r t  101.25, as amended, 48 Fed. Reg. 
48 ,231 ,  October 18, 1983. 

The s e c o n d  q u e s t i o n  i n v o l v e s  t h e  same s i t u a t i o n  b u t  
a s k s  whe the r  t h e  Government employee  s h o u l d  b e  a l l o w e d  to  
u s e  t h e  bonus t i c k e t  for p e r s o n a l  t r a v e l  and reimburse t h e  
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Government for that part of the bonus ticket earned as a 
result of Government travel. On the other hand, should the 
employee be requested to use the ticket only for Government 
travel but be reimbursed for the part of the bonus ticket 
earned as a result of personally financed travel? 

The answer to this question, as stated above, is 
that the employee has an obligation to turn in the ticket 
to the appropriate agency official. If the bonus ticket 
can be used for Government travel by either that employee 
or another employee (if the ticket is transferable), then 
the agency official involved should use the ticket in that 
manner. As we stated in B-210717 ,  an employee must not 
mix Government travel and personal travel under the bonus 
programs. If the employee wishes to keep the bonus gifts or 
incentives under such a program, all mileage or trips must 
be paid from personal funds. 

The third question raised is whether an employee who + 

has received a nontransferable, first-class bonus airline 
ticket, may travel first class wnile on Government travel, - 
regardless of the availablility of coach seats. 

In 8 - 2 1 0 7 1 7 ,  dated today, we considered the question of 
whether employees could use nontransferable services such as 
free upgrade to first class. We held that the employee may 
use such benefits since they have no value to the 
Government. 
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