THE COMPTROLLER GENERAL

DECISION OF THE UNITED STATES
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FILE: B-213597. 2 DATE: February 6, 1984
MATTER OF:

Unified Industries Incorporated

DIGEST:

A protest of an agency's decision--based
on an A-76 cost comparison--to retain
in-house the performance of certain serv-
ices is dismissed as premature where the
protester's administrative appeal filed
with the contracting officer has not been
decided.

Unified Industries Incorporated protests the Depart-
ment of the Navy's decision to continue performing stor-
age and warehouse services at the Naval Publications
and Forms Center in-house instead of contracting under
request for proposals (RFP) No. N00140-83-R-0844. The
Navy's decision was based on a cost comparison conducted
in accordance with Office of Management and Budget Cir-
cular No. A-76, which indicated that in-house performance
would be less costly than contracting with Unified, the
low offeror under the RFP. We dismiss the protest.

Although we will review an agency's compliance with
the ground rules set forth in a solicitation in connec-
tion with an A-76 cost comparison, we will do so only
where the protester has availed itself of the adminis-
trative review procedures provided by the agency. The
Big Picture Company, B-210187, January 6, 1983, 83-ICPD
in accordance with clause L113(c) of the RFP, and that
this appeal currently is pending. Under these circum-
stances, Unified's protest to our Office is premature
and will not be reviewed.

The protest is dismissed.
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