
THE COMPTROLLER OENERAL 
O F  T H E  U N I T E D  STATES 
W A S H I N B T O N .  0 .  C .  2 0 5 4 8  

DATE: November 10, 1983 

MATTER OF: Airtronics, Inc. 

DIGEST: 

GAO will not consider a protest concerning a 
bidder's ability to meet the contract 
requirements since award must be preceded by 
the contracting officer's finding that the 
bidder is responsible, and GAO does n o t  
review an affirmative determination of 
responsibility in the absence of a showing of 
possible fraud or misapplication of defini- 
tive responsibility criteria. 

Airtronics, Inc. contends that competing bidders under 
solicitation No. DAHA04-83-B-0036, issued by the Department 

-. of the Army for the repair of aircraft instruments, lack 
the capability to satisfy the requirements of the con- 
tract. 

We dismiss the protest. 

A bidder's ability to perform the contract in accord- 
ance with its terms involves the firm's responsibility, and 
before awarding the contract the contracting officer must 
find the proposed awardee responsible. - See 10 U.S.C. 
S 2304(a) (1982). O u r  Office does not review protests 
against affirmative determinations of responsibility unless 
there is a showing of possible fraud on the part of the 
procuring officials or the solicitation contains definitive 
responsibility criteria which allegedly have been mis- 
applied. Williams Electric Co., Inc., B-210184, Janu- 
ary 10, 1 9 8 3 ,  83-1 CPD 26 .  Airtronics' protest does not 
'suggest that either exception would apply here. 

The protest is dismissed. 

Harry k. Van Cleve 
Acting General Counsel 
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