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Where a large business protester is
ineligible for award under a total small
business set-aside, GAO will not consider
its objections to alleged deficiencies in
the solicitation since the protester is not
an interested party that would be affected
by a resolution of the issues.

Tri-States Service Company protests invitation for
bids (IFB) No. DABT31-83-B-0061, a 1l00-percent small busi-
ness set-aside, issued by the Department of the Army for
laundry services. The solicitation contemplated a con-
tract for the operation of certain Government-owned,
contractor-operated laundry facilities. While initially
challenging the propriety of the total small business
set-aside, Tri-States now requests that the set-aside be
maintained but contends that the solicitation is unduly
restrictive of competition and should be amended to also
permit the procurement of the services from a contractor-
owned and operated facility. Tri-States also believes
that certain monthly estimates in the solicitation should
be revised. We dismiss the protest.

We have been advised by the Army that the Small Busi-
ness Administration has determined that Tri-States is
other than a small business. As a consequence, Tri-States
could not be considered for award of this contract because
of the small business set-aside.

Our Bid Protest Procedures require that a party be
"interested" in order for its protest to be considered.
4 C.F.R. § 21.1 (1983). Since Tri-States is ineligible
for award of this contract, we do not consider Tri-States
an "interested party" since a large business would nct be
affected by the resolution of issues under a small busi-
ness set-aside. See Canadian Commercial Corporation,
B-196111, May 29, 1980, 80-1 CPD 369.
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The protest is dismissed. ’
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