DECISION

THE COMPTROLLER GENERAL
OF THE UNITED STATES gu"ﬁ

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20548

FILE: B-212635 : DATE: Sentember 6, 198°

MATTER OF: Custom Caterers

DIGEST:

1. Lack of actual knowledge of Bid Protest Proce-
dures does not excuse late filing of protest.

2. Claim for damages based on matter protested
untimely will not be considered.

Custom Caterers requests that our Office consider its
admittedly late protest against the award of a contract to
Mid America Food Service (Mid America) under Department of
the Army invitation for bids (IFB) DABT19-83-B-0020, because
it did not have actual knowledge of our tlmellness rules
until recently.

However, our Bid Protest Procedures, 4 C.F.R. part 2%
(1983), are published in the Federal Register and protest-
ers, therefore, are charged with constructive notice of
their contents. Mike Vanebo, B-211816, June 20, 1983, 83-2
CPD 4,

Customs Caterers also claims damages for lost revenues
and expenses because of the award to Mid America.

where consideration of a claim will involve the same
issues raised in an untimely protest, we will not consider
the claim since to do otherwise would circumvent the timeli-
ness requirements of our Bid Protest Procedures. The Big
Picture Company, B-210535, February 17, 1983, 83 1 CPD 166;

81- 1 CPD 286. In any event, we have held that there is no
legal basis for allowing an unsuccessful offeror to recover
compensation for the alleged loss of business. Houston
Feerless 76, B-209576, April 15, 1983, 83-1 CPD 412.

Accordingly,the protest and claim are dismissed.
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Harry R. Van Cleve
Acting General Counsel
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