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GAO will d i s m i s s  a protest  a g a i n s t  a l l e g e d l y  
d e f e c t i v e  s p c c i f  i c a t i o n s  when t h e  s o l i c i t a -  
t i o n  i n  which t h e y  are c o n t a i n e d  h a s  been  
canceled. I f  t h e  agency  issues a new sol ic i -  
t a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  p r o t e s t e r  b e l i e v e s  is undu ly  
r e s t r i c t i v e ,  t h e  f i r m  may f i l e  a new p r o t e s t  
l i s t i n g  i t s  s p e c i f i c  ob jec t ions  t o  t h e  new 
s o l i c i t a t i o n .  

The J. J. V i n c i  O i l  C o .  p r o t e s t s  t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  
f o r  i n t e r i m  s t o r a g e  of c r u d e  o i l  f o r  t h e  S t r a t e g i c  
Petroleum Rese rve  c o n t a i n e d  i n  i n v i t a t i o n  €or b i d s  Xo. 
DE-FB01-83EP31600, i s s u e d  May 20,  1983, by t h e  Depar tment  
of Enerqy .  W e  dismiss t h e  p ro t e s t .  

V i n c i  a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  s o l i c i t a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  
minimum t a n k  c a p a c i t y  of 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  b a r r e l s  i s  n o t  f a i r  to 
small b u s i n e s s .  The f i r m  a l so  a r g u e s  t h a t  e i t h e r  welded 
( a s  r e q u i r e d )  o r  r i v e t e d  s t e e l  t a n k s  would meet Government 
n e e d s  and  t h a t  a r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  f l o a t i n g  r o o f s  s h o u l d  be 
waived  o r  l e f t  to  i n d i v i d u a l  s t a t e s  w h e r e  t h e  o i l  w i l l  be 
s t o r e d .  

On August 18,  1983 ,  t h e  Depa r tmen t  of Energy  c a n c e l e d  
the p r o t e s t e d  s o l i c i t a t i o n  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y ,  a d v i s i n g  a l l  
b i d d e r s  t h a t  the requirement. had been wi thdrawn.  The 
record i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  due  t o  recent C o n g r e s s i o n a l  a c t i o n ,  
t h e  S t r a t e g i c  Petroleum Reserve's f i s c a l  1 9 8 3  " f i l l "  w i l l  
n o t  e x c e e d  i t s  permant. i t ;  .;torage c a p a c i t y ,  and t h a t  above- 
g r o u n d ,  i n t e r i m  s t o r a g e  f a c i . L i t i e s  t h e r e f o r e  are no l o n g e r  
needed .  

Tk'o o t h e r  p r o t e s t e r s ,  FiRa S u ~ p l y ,  I n c .  and P a k t a n k  
C o r p o r a t i o n ,  have  withdrawn p r o t e s t s  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  also 
c h a l l e n g e d  t h e  a q e n c y ' s  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a s  unduly  r e s t r i c -  
t i v e .  V i n c i ,  however, h a s  e x p r e s s e d  c o n c e r n  t b a t  the 
Depart:ncnt of E n e r g y  may i n c l u d e  s i m i l a r  r c q u i r c m e n t s  i n  a 
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future solicitation, and requests that we consider its 
protest in spite of cancellation of the current one. 

We will not consider a protest against allegedly 
defective specifications when the solicitation in which 
they are contained has been canceled: cancellation renders 
the protest academic. 
tories, Inc., B-199930, October 16, 1980, 80-2 CPD 289. If 
the Department of Energy issues a new solicitation that 
Vinci believes is unduly restrictive, the firm may, of 
course, file a new protest listing its specific objections 
to such a solicitation. Power Testing, Inc., B-195267, 
November 13, 1979, 79-2 CFD 3 5 0 .  

- See American Electronic Labora- I_cI_ 

The protest is dismissed. 
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