
MATTER OF: V j n a s t e e l  C o r p o r a t i o n  

DIGEST: 

Protests  f i l e d  w i t h  GAO more t h a n  1 0  work- 
i n g  d a y s  a f t e r  f i r m  l e a r n e d  t h a t  i t s  pro- 
tests to  t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  agency  were d e n i e d  
are u n t i m e l y  and  n o t  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o n  
t h e  merits. 

V y n a s t e e l  C o r p o r a t i o n  p r o t e s t s  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  of an 
a l l e g e d l y  r e s t r i c t i v e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  so l i -  
c i t a t i o n s  i s s u e d  by t h e  D e p a r t m n t  of t h e  A i r  Force f o r  
t h e  r e p l a c e m e n t  of s tee l  s i d i n g :  i n v i t a t i o n  f o r  b i d s  
(IFB) Nos. F24604-83-B-0022, F24604-83-B-0024 and F24604- 
8 3 - B - 0 3 3 9 ,  f o r  work a t  Malmstrorn A i r  Force Base, and 
F23506-83-3-0042, f o r  work a t  Whi tenan  A i r  Force Base. 
V y n a s t e e l  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  s i d i n g  
is u n d u l y  r e s t r i c t i - j e  d u e  to  a r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  c u t  
e d g e s ,  weepho les ,  n a i l  s l o t s  and  s i d e  s l o t s  of t h e  s i d i n g  
p a n e l s  b e  p a i n t e d  w i t h  pr imr b e f o r e  b e i n g  coated w i t h  
v i n y l .  V y n a s t e e l  claims t h i s  p r i n i r i g  p r o c e s s  is outmoded 
and  s h o u l d  be d e l e t e d  s i n c e  o n l y  one  m a n u f a c t u r e r  c a n  
f u r n i s h  s i d i n g  p r e p a r e d  i n  t h i s  manner.  ;:e d i s n i s s  t h e  
p r o t e s t s  a s  u n t i m e l y .  

V y n a s t e e l  i n i t i a l l y  f i l e d  t h e s e  p r o t e s t s  w i t h  t h e  
A i r  Force. The A i r  F o r c e  d e n i e d  t h e  t h r c c  p r o t e s t s  a t  
Malrostrom by l e t t e r s  r e c e i v e d  by V y n a s t e e l  on J u l y  15, 
1983.  I t  d e n i e d  t h e  Whiternan p r o t e s t  i n  a l e t t e r  Vyna- 
s t ee l  r e c e i v e d  o n  J u l y  1 9 .  Upon r e c e i v i n g  t h e s e  d e n i a l s ,  
V y n a s t e e l  r e f i l e d  t h e  p r o t e s t s  w i t h  t h e  A i r  Force, d i s -  
a g r e e i n g  w i t h  t h e  b a s e s  f o r  d e n i a l .  

Our i3id Pro tes t  P r o c e d u r e s ,  4 C . F . R .  S 2 1 . 2 ( a )  
(19831 ,  s t a t e  t h a t  i f  a p ro t e s t  is  i n i t i a l l y  f i l e d  w i t h  
t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  agency ,  any  s u b s e q u e n t  p r o t e s t  to  o u r  
O f f i c e  m u s t  be f i l e d  w i t h i n  10 work ing  d a y s  a f t e r  n o t i f i -  
c a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n i t i a l  a d v e r s e  a g e n c y  a c t i o n  on t h e  pro- 
tes t .  V y n a s t e e l  i n d i c a t e s  i t  l e a r n e d  o f  t h e  d e n i a l  of i t s  
p r o t e s t s - - t h e  i n i t i a l  a d v e r s e  agency  ac t ion - -on  J u l y  1 5  
and J u l y  1 9 ,  more t h a n  10 d a y s  p r i o r  t o  receipt  o f  i t s  
pro tes t s  in our  O f f i c e  on August  5. These  p r o t e s t s  t h e r e -  
f o r e  are  u n t i m e l y  and  w i l l  n o t  be c o n s i d e r e d  on t h e  



B-212622; B-212638; B-212638.2; B-212638.3 

merits. 7 See Vynasteel Corporation, B-212393, July 29, 
1983, 83-2 CPD - : Robert E. Robocker, B-207279, May 10, 
1982, 82-1 CPD 450. 

The protests are dismissed. 

Harry R. Van Cleve 
Acting General Counsel 
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