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B-211908 DATE: June 20, 1983 
MATTER OF: Rodenberg's Floor Coat ings ,  Inc .  

DIOEST: 

Fact t h a t  b i d d e r  en joys  compe t i t i ve  advan- 
t a g e  because i t  is t h e  owner o f  a d i s t r i b -  
u t o r s h i p  f o r  material needed f o r  t h e  
c o n t r a c t  is n o t  an u n f a i r  advantage t h a t  
t h e  Government is required to  e q u a l i z e  
among b idders .  

Rodenberg's Floor Coat ings,  Inc .  protests t h e  award 
of any c o n t r a c t  t o  T.S. Head h Associates under i n v i t a -  
t i o n  f o r  b i d s  N o .  DAHA28-83-B-0008 i s sued  by t h e  A i r  Force 
to  ma in ta in  a hangar f l o o r .  W e  d i s m i s s  t h e  p r o t e s t .  

The p r o t e s t e r  a rgues  t h a t  T.S. Head has an u n f a i r  
compe t i t i ve  advantage because it  owns a d i s t r i b u t o r s h i p  
for Crawford Laboratories which ,  accord ing  to t h e  pro- 
tester, is  a s u p p l i e r  o f  a material necessa ry  for  t h e  
subject contract .  Rodenberg alleges t h a t  T.S. Head 
t h u s  h a s  an u n f a i r  advantage i n  purchas ing  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  
t h e  c o n t r a c t  and i n  t h e  compet i t ion  f o r  t h e  award. 

W e  have recognized ,  however, t h a t  a f i r m  may enjoy  
a compe t i t i ve  advantage by v i r t u e  of its own p a r t i c u l a r  
c i rcumstances .  Deere b Company, B-206453.2,  November 1, 
1982 ,  82-2 CPD 392.  T h e  Government is n o t  o b l i g a t e d  to 
e q u a l i z e  t h e  compe t i t i ve  p o s i t i o n  of  a l l  p o t e n t i a l  bid- 
d e r s ,  Cra ig  Food E n t e r p r i s e s ,  Inc . ,  B-208616, Septem- 
ber 15 ,  1 9 8 2 ,  82-2 CPD 228. 

The p r o t e s t  is summarily denied . .  

Comptrol ler  General  
o f  t h e  u n i t e d  States 
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