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protest  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  small b u s i n e s s  s i z e  
s t a t u s  of c o m p e t i n g  b idder  is by law a matter 
for  d e c i s i o n  b y  t h e  S m a l l  B u s i n e s s  A d m i n i s t r a -  
t i o n  a n d  n o t  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  by GAO. 

SEACO, I n c .  ( S E A C O ) ,  protests t h e  award of c o n t r a c t  
No. N00024-82-C-4121 to Systems and  A p p l i e d  S c i e n c e s  
C o r p o r a t i o n  (SASC) . 
s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  areas of d i v i n g ,  s a l v a g e ,  o i l  
m l l u t i o n  c o n t r o l ,  u n d e r w a t e r  h u s b a n d r y ,  ocean e n g i n e e r i n g  
projects and  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  s u p p o r t i n g  d o c u m e n t a t i o n .  
The Navy awarded  t h e  c o n t r a c t  to t h e  S m a l l  B u s i n e s s  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  ( S B A )  u n d e r  t h e  S B A ' s  8 ( a )  program and t h e  
SBA, i n  t u r n ,  awarded  a s u b c o n t r a c t  t o  SASC. 

The c o n t r a c t  c a l l s  f o r  t e c h n i c a l  and  

We d i s m i s s  t h e  protest .  

SEACO, t h e  incumben t  c o n t r a c t o r ,  a r g u e s  t h a t  SASC 
s h o u l d  not have  been  awarded  t h e  c o n t r a c t  s i n c e  SASC is n o t  
a small b u s i n e s s .  I n  s u p p o r t  of t h i s ,  SEACO p o i n t s  t o  t h e  
protest o f  -----PI Computer Data Sjstems, --- I n c . ,  8-205521, J u n e  1 6 ,  
1982 ,  82-1 CPD 593; a f f ' d  o n  r e c o n s x e r a t i o n ,  6 1  Comp.  Gen. 
545 ( 1 9 8 2 ) ,  82-2 C P D T S T i n  which  w e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  SBA, 
P h i l a d e l p h i a  R e g i o n a l  O f f i c e ,  d e t e r m i n e d  SASC to  b e  o t h e r  
t h a n  small  f o r  p u r p o s e s  of computer programming s e r v i c e  
c o n t r a c t s .  I n  addi t ion . ,  i t  is SEACO's p o s i t i o n ,  c i t i n g  
D e f e n s e  A c q u i s i t i o n  R e g u l a t i o n  S 1-706.1 (DAC N o .  76-40, 
November 26,  19821 ,  t h a t  o n c e  a p r o d u c t  or s e r v i c e  is 
p r o c u r e d  p u r s u a n t  to  a small  b u s i n e s s  set-aside,  f u t u r e  
p r o c u r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  same i t e m s  or s e r v i c e s  m u s t  be set a s i d e  
and  n o t  awarded  to  a la rge  b u s i n e s s  s u c h  a s  SASC. 

W h i l e  it is c lear  t h a t  t h e  SBA d i d  make a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  
t h a t  SASC w a s  o t h e r  t h a n  small ,  w e  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  d e t e r m i n a -  
t i o n  was made p u r s u a n t  t o  a d i f f e r e n t  s o l i c i t a t i o n ,  u s i n g  
d i f f e r e n t  s t a n d a r d s .  Each p r o c u r e m e n t  s t a n d s  on  i ts own i n  
regard t o  size s t a t u s .  L'nder 1 5  U.S.C. S 6 3 7 ( b ) ( 6 )  ( 1 9 7 6 1 ,  
SBA h a s  e x c l u s i v e  a u t h o r i t y  to  d e t e r m i n e  matters o f  small 
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b u s i n e s s  s i z e  s t a t u s  f o r  Federa l  procurement purposes .  
There fore ,  our Office w i l l  n o t  rev iew q u e s t i o n s  of a bid-  
d e r ' s  small b u s i n e s s  s i z e  status, which are for rev iew by 
SBA. Midwest J a n i t o r i a l  -A_----- S e r v i c e s ,  I n c . ,  8-209995, 
December 1 7 ,  1 9 8 2 ,  82-2 CPD 5 4 3 .  T h e r e f o r e ,  SEACO's protest 
is d i s m i s s e d .  
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