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{ THE COMPTROLLER GENERAL
OF THE UNITED STATES X649/

WASHMINGTON, D.C. 20548

DECISION

FILE: B~211162 DATE: March 31, 1983

MATTER OF: Save Columbia Council, Inc.

DIGEST:

Where a corporation protests "in the
interest and name of the people of
the United States,"” it lacks inter-
ested party status under GAQO Bid Pro-
test Procedures because it has not
shown a requisite direct interest in
the contract awards in question.

Save Columbia Council, Inc., protests the award of
contract Nos. 14-08-0001v21269, -21278, and -21286 to
the Lamont-Doherty Geological Observatory of Columbia o
University by the United-States Geological Survey,
Department of the Interior. Save Columbia protests the
awards "in the interest and the name of the people of the
United States.”

We dismiss the protest because Save Columbia is not
an "interested party" under our Bid Protest Procedures.

Our procedures require that a party be "interested"”
for its protest to be considered. 4 C.F.R. § 21.1(a)
(1982). 1In determining whether a protester satisfies the
interested party criterion, we examine the degree to which
the asserted interest is both established and direct.
Kenneth R. Bland, Consultant, B-184852, October 17, 1975,
75-2 CPD 242.

As a general rule, the interests involved in whether
the award of a contract is proper are adequately protected
by limiting the class of parties eligible to protest to dis-
appointed bidders or offerors. Die Mesh Corporation, 58
Comp. Gen. 111 (1978), 78-2 CPD 374. Where, however, the
stated interest in the procurement has been sufficiently
compelling, we have considered protests by labor unions and
civic, trade and parents associations. See Falcon Electric
Company, Inc., B-199080, april 9, 1981, 81-1 CPD 271.
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Oon the other hand, it is not enough merely to be an
individual employee of a disappointed bidder or offeror,
Dale Chlouber, B-190638, December 20, 1977, 77-2 CPD 484; a
concerned citizen, Patti R. Whiting, B-~187286, Septem-
ber 29, 1976, 76-2 CPD 298; or a union which believes that
its members might be employed by the successful contractor
if the work were open to competition, Marine Engineers
Beneficial Association; Seafarers International Union, 60
Comp. Gen. 102 (1980), 80-2 CPD 418.

Here, where Save Columbia has only asserted the general
interest of "the people of the United States" in protesting
these awards, it has not shown the required direct interest
in them and, therefore, it does not qualify as an interested
party within the meaning of our Bid Protest Procedures.

We dismiss the protest.
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