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Bid which  o f f e r e d  a 30-day b i d  a c c e p t a n c e  
period when a 60-day a c c e p t a n c e  p e r i o d  was 
r e q u i r e d  i n  i n v i t a t i o n  fo r  b i d s  is 
n o n r e s p o n s i v e .  

Amcon Systems,  I n c .  (Amcon),  p ro tes t s  t h e  r e j e c t i o n  of 
i t s  l o w  b i d  a s  n o n r e s p o n s i v e  u n d e r  i n v i t a t i o n  f o r  b i d s  ( I F B )  
N o .  DAAG47-82-B-0119, i s s u e d  by  t h e  Red R i v e r  A r m y  Depot, 
T e x a r k a n a ,  T e x a s ,  f o r  i n t r a d e p o t  t r a n s p o r t e r s .  

F o r  t h e  r e a s o n s  se t  f o r t h  be low,  w e  deny  t h e  p ro tes t .  

The c o n t r a c t i n g  a g e n c y  d e t e r m i n e d  Amcon t o  be 
n o n r e s p o n s i v e  b e c a u s e  t h e  Amcon b i d  i n c l u d e d  s e v e r a l  t e 3 s  
and  c o n d i t i o n s  n o t  a u t h o r i z e d  by t h e  I F E  which  m a t e r i a l l y  
a f f e c t e d  t h e  r i g h t s  and  l i a b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  Government.  I n  
r e s p o n s e ,  Amcon r e q u e s t s  t h a t  i ts terms and c o n d i t i o n s  bi 
removed f rom and c o n s i d e r e d  i n a p p l i c a b l e  t o  i ts  b i d .  

A l t h o u g h  Amcon's b i d  i n c l u d e d  s e v e r a l  e x c e p t i o n s  t o  I F 3  
p r o v i s i o n s ,  w e  n e e d  o n l y  d i s c u s s  o n e  o f  t h e s e  e x c e p t i o n s  to  
r e s o l v e  t h e  matter.  Amcon l i m i t e d  i t s  b i d  a c c e p t a n c e  period 
t o  30 d a y s  f rom t h e  60 d a y s  s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e  IFB. The 133 
p r o v i d e d  t h a t  b i d s  o f f e r i n g  less t h a n  t h e  number o f  days  
s p e c i f i e d  would b e  rejected as  n o n r e s p o n s i v e .  

An I F B  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  a b i d  r e m a i n  a v a i l a b l e  for 
a c c e p t a n c e  by t h e  Government  fo r  a p r e s c r i b e d  t i m e  period to  
be c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  award is  a material  r e q u i r e m e n t .  The 
f a i l u r e  t o  meet t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  r e n d e r s  a b i d  n o n r e s p o n s i v e  
and may n o t  be waived  o r  corrected a f t e r  b i d  o p e n i n g .  Union 
Metal M a n u f a c t u r i n g  Company, E l e c t r o l i n e  D i v i s i o n ,  8-209161, 
November 2,  1 9 8 2 ,  82-2 CPD 4 0 2 ;  Miles Metal C o r p o r a t i o n ,  54 
Comp. Gen. 750 (19751, 75-1 CPD 1 4 5 ;  48  Comp. G e n .  13 
( 1 9 6 8 ) ;  4 6  Comp. Gen. 418 ( 1 9 6 6 ) .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  r e j e c t i o n  
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of Amcon's b i d  was proper,  a n d  Amcon 's  c u r r e n t  o f f e r  t o  
c o n f o r m  to  t h e  IFB may n o t  be p e r m i t t e d .  R a m a l  I n d u s t r i e s ,  
I n c . ,  60 Comp.  Gen.  6 6 6  ( 1 9 8 1 1 ,  81-2 CPD 1 7 7 ,  a f f i r m e d ,  
E a 1  I n d u s t r i e s ,  1 n c . - - R e c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  B-202961.2 ,  
B-202961.3,  November 1 2 ,  1981,  81-2 CPD 400.  Fluke T r e n d a r  
C o r p o r a t i o n ,  B-196071,  March  13 ,  1 9 8 0 ,  80-1 C P D  1 9 6 .  

W e  d e n y  t h e  protest .  

I! of t h e  U n i t e d ' S t a t e s  



! 

B-209255 

COMFTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES 
WASHINGTON O.C. 20548 

The Honorable  Alan  J .  Dixon 
Uni t ed  States S e n a t e  

Dear Senator Dixon: 

W e  refer t o  your  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  p r o t e s t  of A m c o n  
Systems, I n c . ,  c o n c e r n i n g  i n v i t a t i o n  for b i d s  N o .  DAAG47- 
82-B-0119, i s s u e d  by  t h e  Red River  Army Depot ,  Texarkana ,  
Texas .  

By d e c i s i o n  of t o d a y ,  copy e n c l o s e d ,  w e  deny t h e  
p r o t e s t .  

i 
S i n c e r e l y  yours, 

u /  C o m p t r o l l e r  G e n e r a l  
of t h e  Un i t ed  States 

E n c l o s u r e  




