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MATTER OF: Master P a i n t i n g  C o n t r a c t o r s ;  Moniaros  
C o n t r a c t i n g  C o r p o r a t i o n  

DIGEST: 

P r o t e s t  r e g a r d i n g  p r o p r i e t y  of a l l o w i n g  c o r r e c t i o n  
of m i s t a k e  i n  b i d  u n d e r  a s o l i c i t a t i o n  which  was 
c a n c e l e d  because f u n d s  are n o  l o n g e r  a v a i l a b l e  is 
d i s m i s s e d  as  academic .  

Moniaros  C o n t r a c t i n g  C o r p o r a t i o n  ( M o n i a r o s )  and  Master 
P a i n t i n g  C o n t r a c t o r s  (Nas te r )  p r o t e s t  any  award of a con- 
t r a c t  by t h e  Departrnent  o f  t h e  Army, N e w  Cumberland Army 
Depot (Army) ,  t o  t h e  a p p a r e n t  low b i d d e r ,  F lynn  C o n s t r u c t i o n  
( F l y n n ) ,  u n d e r  i n v i t a t i o n  f o r  b i d s  (IFB) N o .  DAAG36-82-B- 
0052. 

A t  b i d  o p e n i n g ,  F lynn  was p e r m i t t e d  t o  modi fy  i t s  l o w  
b i d  of $54 ,014 upward t o  $65,814 on  t h e  g r o u n d s  t h a t  i t s  
i n i t i a l  b i d  c o n t a i n e d  a m i s t a k e .  Monia ros ,  which i n i t i a l l y  
b id  $81,5rJO, had i t s  b i d  r e d u c e d  t o  $75 ,500  b a s e d  on  a 
r e d u c t i o n  i n  a n a i l g r a m  m a i l e d  p r i o r  t o  b i d  o p e n i n g .  
Monia ros '  m o d i f i c a t i o n  d i s p l a c e d  Master, w h i c h  b i d  $77 ,700 .  
Moniaros  p r o t e s t s  F l y n n ' s  b i d  o n  t h e  g r o u n d s  t h a t  i t  is 
i m p o s s i b l e  t o  prove a m i s t a k e .  Master p r o t e s t s  t h e  b i d s  of 
both F l y n n  and Moniaros .  

The p ro t e s t s  are d ismissed  a s  academic .  

The Army h a s  a d v i s e d  u s  t h a t  t h e  s o l i c i t a t i o n  was 
c a n c e l e d  o n  October 1, 1982 ,  d u e  t o  a l a c k  o f  f u n d s .  O u r  
O f f i c e  h a s  h e l d  t h a t  a c o n t r a c t i n g  a g e n c y  may p r o p e r l y  
c a n c e l  a n  I F B  a f t e r  b i d  o p e n i n g  where t h e  agency  d e t e r m i n e s  
that s u f f i c i e n t  funds are n o t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  make award. 
A l l s t a t e  F l o o r i n g  Company, I n c . ,  B-205661.2, October 15 ,  
1982, 82-2 C P D  ; Genco Tool and  E n g i n e e r i n g  Co., 
B-204582, M a r c h T  1 9 8 2 ,  82 -1  CPD 175.  As a r e s u l t  of t h e  
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c a n c e l l a t i o n ,  ' t h e  p r o t e s t s  are academic  and will not be 
c o n s i d e r e d  on  t h e  merits. S e e  Dudley Roof ing  Co,, 8-205277, 
December 10, 1981, 81-2 CPD 458; Freund P r e c i s i o n ,  I n c . ,  
B-201013, F e b r u a r y  9 ,  1981, 81-1 CPD 79; Uni ted  S e c u r i t y ,  
I n c . ,  B-194867, J u n e  21, 1979, 79-1 CPD 445. 
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