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DIGEST:

GAO will not question an agency
determination that a less restric'
Live description of the Govern-
ment's requirements will meet its
needs,

|euffel & Esser Company (K&E) protests an amendment
to the specification of invitation for bids (IF13) No,
WIFC-A3-R-4622-l-8-82 issued by the General Services
Administration (GSA) to construct templates for lettering
sets, The solicitation as issued required that polyvinyl
chloride (PVC) be used in the construction of the tem-
plates. The amendment permitted the use of imethacrylate
as well as PVC. K&E, which supplies PVC templates,
appears to object to the inclusion of rmethacrylate in the
specification, although the firm fails to set forth any
reasons why the inclusion of methacrylic is objection-
able, We dismiss the protest.

It is a procuring agency's respt:nsibility to deter-
mine its minimum needs and to draft specifications re-
flecting that determination, See A &. J Manufacturing
Company, 53 Comp, Gen. 830 (1974), 74-1 CPD 240, There-
tore, and because the objective of our bid protest
function is to insure full and free competition for
Government contracts, our Office will not object to an

I! agency's determination that less restrictive specifi-
cations than those desired by a prospective offeror meet

*, | its minimum needs, Soc Constantine t1, Polites & Co,,
13-198089, June 23, 1981, 81-1 CPI) 518; Milto e Corpora-

*j} I tion--Rieconsideratio-i, 13-188342, June 9, 1977, 77-1 C?!)
.} 417.
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Consequently, we will not quesLion the GSA's determina-
tion to expand the field of competition for this contract by
permitting lettering templates constructed with methacrylic,
as well as those constructed with PVC. The protest is dis-
missed.
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Harry R. Van Cleve
Acting General Counsel




