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P IGE  THE COMPTROLLER GENERAL
s , OF THE UNITED 8TATES
\1.":‘- Lo WABHINCTON, D.C. 20848

FILE: R-207846 DATE: June 29. 1982

MATTER OF: Gavco Corporation

DIGEST:

Small RNusiness Administration (SBA) has
authovrivy to conclusively determine that
small business concern is responsible, GAD
generally will not review SBA determin:-
tion to isaue or not to issuc Certificate
vf Competency (COC) absent prima facie
showing of frvaud or wiliful disreqgard of
facts,

Gavco Corporation protests the award of a contract
under solicitation \lo., DACA65-82-1-0020 for a barricade
replacement by the Corps of Enginecers, Norfolk District,
Gavco states that aithough it was the low bidder undev
the solicitation, it was not awavrded the contract be-
cause, followving a refarral by the contracting officer,
the Small Business Administration (SRBA) declined to
issue it a Certifizate of Conmpetency (COC)., Gaveco is
of thc opinion that SEBEA placed undue emphasis upon two
recenl contracts under whlich Gaveo had erxpericnced some
difficulty and did not «dequately consider other con-
tracts which the firm successfully completed,

The SBA has conclusive vathority to determine a
small business firm's responsibility by issuing or re-
fusing to issue a COC, 17 U,S,C, § £37(b)(7)(A) (Supp.
111 1979), Ve will not aestion SFA's actions unless
there is a prima facie r .owving of fraud or bad faith on
the part of Government - rficialg or SBA willfully did
not considoyr certain *ic:] information bearing on a

small busineass bi:li.0 ' ooy oasibility, thereby
implvir - o vt Do vantle Lluctronics, B-206146,
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Febr..xy 3, 1982, 82-1 CPD B85, Such a showing !.as not
been ade in this case, .

The protest is dismissed.

Nonn, . Lene.

Harry R, Van Clevc
Acting General Counge)






