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DIGEST:

Protest that procurement should
have been set aside for small
business is summarily denied
since, with certain exceptions
not relevant here, nothing in

I Small Business Act or regula-
tions mandates that any particu-

* lar procurement be set aside for
small business.

Romar Consultants, Inc., (Romar) protests the
Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) failure to
set aside for srmall business reqtuest for proposal
sio. WA 81-B239 for "Quick Response Literature Search"
services. We summarily deny the protest.

With certain exceptions not relevant here, there
is nothing in the Small Business Act or procurement
regulations that make it mandatory that any particular
procurement be set aside for small business. Navajo
Food Products, Inc., £-203201, January 22, 1982, 82--1
CPD 60. While the Government's policy is that a fair
proportion of purchases be placed with small business
concerns, the decision whether a particular procurement
should be set aside for small busines essentially is
one within the discretion of the contracting activities.
Groton Piping Corporation and Thames Electric Company,
(joint venturre, B-185755, April 12, 1976, 76-1 CPD 247.
Therefore, we cannot legally object to EPA's failure to

;!, set aside the procurement in question.

The protest is summarily denied.
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