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DIGEST:

Request for reconsideration of protest
-- decision filed more than 10 working

days after it appears protester learned
of grounds for requesting reconsidera-
tion is untimely.

U.S. Financial Services, Inc. (USFS), requests
reconsideration of our decision in the matter of
U.S. Financial Services, Inc., B-195945.4, B-198276,
July 15, 1981, 81-2 CPD 32. Our decision concluded
that we had no basis to object to the Defense Logistics
Agency's determination to cancel two competitive pro-
curement actions and place orders under a mandatory
requirements-type contract awarded by the General
Services Administration before the competitive pro-
curements were completed. Our decision found that
USFS's arguments--that the requirements-type contract
was not mandatory in the two situations--were without
merit.

On September 3-, ;1981, USFS filed this reconsid-
eration request concerning our July 15, 1981, decision,
raising essentially the same arguments presented and
considered in the earlier decision--that the mandatory
contract is not the most economic and efficient means
to procure the required equipment.

Reconsideration requests must be filed here not
later than 10 working days after the basis for recon-
sideration is or should have been known. 4 C.F.R.
§ 21.9(b) (1981). Since USFS's basis for requesting
reconsideration is its disagreement with the con-
clusion of our July 15, 1981, decision, USFS should
have filed its request here within 10 working days
of the date USFS received our decision. We have held
that it is reasonable to assume that a protester will
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have received our decision within a week of its issuance.
In our view, therefore, USFS's request filed here on
September 3, 1981, does not appear to meet our require-
ment for timely filing. See Rosa Pen Co., Inc.--Recon-
sideration, B-198803.3, January 22, 1981, 81-1 CPD 34.

Accordingly, we will not reconsider the merits of
the July 15, 1981, decision and USFS's reconsideration
request is dismissed as untimely.

Harry R. Van Cleve
Acting General Counsel




