r— et £

LT R B S A e e e e
.

110175

/185"

THR COMPTROLLER GENERAL
OF THE UNITED ETATES

WABHINGTON, D.C. 208548

FILE: B-195450 ‘DATE: August 22, 1979

MATTER OF: Electro-Nav, Inc.

DIGEST:

GAO w1111not rev;ew procurement ectlons by
sub51dlary of the Communications Sutellite
Corporation (Comsat) because Comsat is not
an agency or establishment of United States
Government subject to GAO's account settle-
ment authority.
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, Elé%?égﬁﬁav,éznc. (Electro—Nav) reéﬁests a rulxng
by our Offfze on ‘the legality of the mannér in which
Comsat General Corporatlon, a subsidiarv of Communica-
tions Satelllte Corporation (Comsat), handled a regquest
for proposals (RFP) for "MARISAT Shlp Terminal Equip-
ment and Serv1ces." )

ercording‘ to Elﬁeﬁ'cgii&o-liav, 5Coms§t?‘ 1ssuea }a”bl"lcita..
tloqg;to only two potentlal supplférs, even though a
number of other supp1iers ‘are capable of manufactur-
1ng§and supplylng ‘the desired equxpment. Electro-Nav
alleges” thatuLomsat is purposely excluding it from
competltlon, as evidenced by the fact that, although
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it expressed*a desire to submit a proposal, Comsat

denied the request.
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Electrojgg; advlses that one*hf theutwo auppllers
sollclted by?Eomsat has‘51nce ‘stated that it”did not
1ntend to submlt a proposal.u As a result, Comsat” ‘will
recelve a: proposal and ; negotlate for a contract with
only one suppller. Electro -Nav maintains that Comsat
is restricting competition in violation of 1ts statu-
tory mandate that "maximum competition be maintained
in the provision of egquipment." 47 U.S.C. § 701(c)
(1976}). )
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Dk Onrﬁauthority to resolve Government contract con~

trover51es ‘rests {on the’Budget ‘and . Accounting ‘Act ‘of
1921 (31 U. *C.§§:ltﬁet{seg*“(1976)), wh1ch*brovides
fhat L1a1ms “and’ demands agalnat*the United States will
beisettled ‘and adjusteéd’ byitheqcennral Accounting
office,%bnd further delegates authority to our Office
ta certzfyﬂaccounts.¥ For thls«reason, we resolve
only,those“bld protests concerning agencies of the
rederal .Government whose accounts are subject to
settlement by our Office. 4 C.F.R. § 20.1(a) (1978).
dgmsat, however, was established pursuant to the
Commuhications Satellite Act of 1962, 47 U.8.C. § 701,

et seq. (1976). That Act provides:

'Tlere 15 avthorlzed to be created a
commpnlcatlons satellite corporation
for Profit which will not be an agency
or establishment of the Unit=d States
Covernment * * * n 47 y.s.C. § 731
(1976).
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Since Comsat is not subject to oll ‘settlement
authorlty, we lack jurisdiction to conzider proT;
tests quéstioning the propriety of its procuremeénts.
Electro~Nav's prctest must therefore be dismissed.

Milton 5. Socolar
General Ccunsel





