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DIGEST:

Protest rendered academic by protester's failure
to extend bid acceptance period is dismissed.

Welmetcor Ltd. tWelmetco)', has filed a protest
with d'ur Of fice against the award of a contract to
Eastern Canvas Products, Inc. (Eastern),)%inder invitation
for bids No. DSA100-76-B-0998, a small bLsiness set-aside.
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4

<This procurement has been.-the suibject of .'considerable~~4,,,,,j~hisnrorestureoe
controversy encompassing. r?,or proaesjroaourrOffice
(see w1metco, Ltd Eastern Canvas Productsjitlfnc., B-186471,
Dicamber 15,,1976, 76-2'CPD 490ln the United
States District Court'for-the District of Columbia (Civil
Action No. 76-1284); an appeal to the United States
Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit
(D.C. Cir. No. 77-1505); and a size protest to the Small
Business Administration (SBA), as well as the present
matter.

.The solicitation origi'rally contemplated Vh e
purchase dlf'270,000 packJ frames' and strAp4 eassieiilies.
Welmetco was thejXow bidderatt bid',openinr 'nj$May45,
1976, butfeaward of the ntracwas delayed because
of the controversies mentioned above.J'Welmetco Abates
that' on 14y4 8','yo1978, Ee quantity bkpack assemblies
beingt, s - redQ"6d from 270000 to 124"800
and tbat iiE did not extehd>'iis 2s-.id acceptance period
any fiurther because it could n" hold its price for the
reduced quantity. The contrac was awarded to Eastern,
the second low bidder, in October 1978.

Welretc~-ohas-asserted that the contract awarded
to Eastern intorporated a" pric>'i ncrease and that had
Welmetco been affordedt an oppo:'.-.nity .:to iilcrease its
price, it would have been able .;U extend its bid
acceptance period. We find no-merit to Welmetcols
assertion since the contract was awarded to Eastern
at its original bid price.
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Welmetco's failure to extend its bid acceptance
period effectively terminated its interest in this
procurement and rendered its protest academic. We
hiive c6osiste6ntly declined to';consider academiq questions.
Risi Industries, Inc.; Westmont Ihdustries, B-191024,
April 27, 1978, 78-1 CPD 329; L&M Services, Inc.--
Reconsideration, B-190873, March 6e 1978, 78-i CPD 175.

The protest is dismissed.

Milton J. olar
General Counsel




