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WASHINGTAON, O.C, 205408
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FILE: B-186471 DATE: March 29, 1979

MATTER OF: Welmetco, Ltd.

DIGEST:

Protest rendered academic by protester's failure
to extend bid acceptance period is dismissed.

‘-*;
Welm;tco, Ltd. (WelmetcoY has filed a protest
with our Office’ agalnst the award of a con ‘tract to
Eastern Canvas Products, Inc. (Eastern), under invitation
for bids No. DSAl00-76- B-0998, a smalil b siness set-aside.
r'"'\ [

hwﬂThlS procuf%ment has been the subﬁgct of consxderable
controversy encompa351ng aﬁpr&or pronest;to our QOffice
(see wWelmetco, :Ltd.; Eastérn Canvas Products,fInc., B-~186471,
B2cember 15, . 1976, 76=2 CPD 490); cf litigation. in the United
States District Court, ‘for "the Dlstrlct of Columbia (Civil
Action No. 76-1284); an appeal to the United States
Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit
(p.C. Cir. No, 77-1505); and a size protest to the Small
Business Administration (SBA), as well as the present
matter.
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o The SOllgltétlon %rfglnally ;bnteﬁgaatedg he
purchase of ‘270, 000 packgframes and strap“assemblles.
Welmetco was the ‘Tow bldderwat bld‘openlng quMayiﬁ,
1876, butéthe award of theﬁtontracé was delayed, because
of the éontroverfies mentloned above.‘ Welmetco States
that on Mayfla,vl978 Ehe quantlty Of: pack assemblies
belng'purchased was reduced from 270; 000 to 124,800
and that it did not extend”its .mid acceptance period
any further because it could n”’ .hold its price for the
reduced quantlty. The contract was awarded to Eastern,
the second low bidder, in October 1978.

) Welretco hac asserted that the ccntract awarded
to Eastern 1ncorporated a. pr1c~';ﬂcrea5e and that had
Welmetco been afforded” an oppo:runity to ilicrease its
price, it would have been able.-.~ extend its bid
acceptance period. We find no merit to Welmetco’'s
assertion since the contract was awarded to Eastern
at its original bid price. '
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Welmetco's failure to extend its bid acceptance
period effectively terminated its interest in this
procurement and rendered its protest academic. We
have consistently declined to’ ‘consider academi¢ questions.
Rigi Indust¥ies, Inc.; Westmont Industries, B~191024,

April 27, 1978, 78~1 CPD 329; L&M Services, Inc.,~-
Reconsideration, B-190873, March 6, 1978, 78-~1 CPD 175.

The protest is dismissed.
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