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{ UIntimely Protest Alleging That Bid [id Not Meet Specification
Eequiregents]. B~193512., Deceaber 6, 1978, 2 pE.

pecision re: Irstrusents SA, Inc.; by Ailton J. Socclar, General
counsel,

con tact: Office of the Generrl Counsel: Procurement law I,
orqanization Concerned: Bureau of Mines; Applie¢d Rese¢arch Labs.
AUt hority: s Cc,P.R, 20. R=~192247 (1§78) .

A protester alleged that the avardee c¢f 4 contract did
pot offef an iten ameeting smpecification requirements. The
protest vas dississed as untimely since it vas received aore
chan 10 days after receipt by the protester c¢f nctice of initial
adverse action on a protest filed with the agency. (HTW)
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F faatpis, 2\ THE COMPYHROLLER GENERAL
DECISION . "~ /.. . OF THE UN' ED STATES

\'a.\:.--"'f""'-’;.:{,' WABHINGTAON, D.C. 2084 8@
FILE: B-193512 DATE: Imceaber 6, 1975

METTER QOF: Instruments SA, Inc.
DIGEST:

Protest received by GAO more than 10 work-~
ing days after receipt by protester of
notice ¢f initial adverse agency action on
protest filed with agency is untimely filed
and not for consideration on me¢its.

Instruments SA, Inc. (Instruments) protests the
award of a contract tc Applied Research Laboratories
under invitation for bids (IFB) No. 50281046, i=sued
by the United States Department of the Interior
(Interior), Bureau of Mines for the provision and in-
stzllation of an Inductively-Coupled Plasma Spectro-
meter. Instruments alleges the winning bid did not
offer an item meeting the specification requirements.

Instruments initially protested to Interior by
letter of October 9, 1973. Interior's response, dated
October 16, 1978, denied the protest. Instruments,
by letter to Interior dated November 10, 1978, disa-
greed with Interior's position. By letter dateu
November 15, 1978, Instruments protested the matter
to this Office.

Section 20.2 of our Bid Frotest PFroceacres. 4 C.F.R,
§ 20.2 {1978), states in pertinent part:

"k & * If a protest nhas been filed ini-
tially with the contracting agency. any
subsequent protest to the Ganeral Account-
ing Office filed within 10 [working] days
of [& protester's] * * * initial adverse
agency action will he considered.”
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Since I ~ ruments received notice of Interior's
denial of it protest in mid-Ontober, its protest
dated Novemb.r 15, 1978 and filed here on Novemher 17
is untimely. Maryland T Corporation, B-192247, July 19,
1978, 78-2 CPD 52.

Accordingly. the protest is not for connideration

on the merits.
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Milton J. Socolar
General Counsel





