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Contacts Office of the "aGeal Comusels oruommael Low altters Z.
orqaisatiotn Concerned: I1iternal aeanC 3ervtice.
Authoritys 5 u.S.C. 5724e.1.T.R. (1131 101-7). B-189775 119771.
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Tho propriety of rnlaburmig a tuLc.-tasfdrsoed
employee for tranufir-tolattid real mutate orpeaa a mm
questioned. The employee may. sat be raibiassoC for the sale of
hir house ¼tt the first duty I1tatica mnder a travel orte: tot the
sacoat transfer bacauBje it was not the reidnence frcc which he
commuted to mork at the time of the secoad traasfer. eS i
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FILE: U-161795 DATE: necereler 18, 1978

MATTER OF: Joseph Marcheggiani - Relocation Expenses -
Settlement Date Limitation

DIGEST: Fact thet employee was transferred twice and
selecteu for training within 39 months pro-
vides no basis for extending settlement date
lisitation established by Federal Travel Regui-
lations. Emplyee may not be reitmbrsad for
male of homn at first duty statoua. under travel
order for second traanfer becau'ae it was not
reoldenee from which'he commuted to work at time
of second transfer.

This advance, decimiou ia rendered at the request, dated May 17,
1978,'$.nf Ms. Virginia G. Leist, an authorized certifying officer of
the In'.hrnal Reveutne Service, as to the propriety of certifying for
payment the voucher in favor of Mr. Joseph Marcheggiani for transfer-
related real estate expenses.

On February 17, 1974, Mr. Marcheigiani, who was stationed in
New York City, New York, and resided in;Westhiven, Connecticut, was
transferred to Philadelphia, Penusylvrnla. There, Mr. Marcheggianri
obtained -odguigs for himself while hi''family runained in '..esthaven.
Approximately 20 months after his Cransfer (October 23, 1975),
Mr. Marcheggiaini wasnctified of his selection for training in the
ExecutiveSelection *ni| Developmenr Program. Selection for traiiiing
in this pfogrem is considered tantamount to notice that the trainee
will be tranoferre.' .o''rnei' permanent duty station On May 31. 1977,
Mr. Harcheggiani wbas Erarnferred to Indianapolis, IndUaRa. He clains
reiibutrosent of the expenses associated with selling tA- Westhaven
residence in August 1977.

Reimbursement of real ectlte expenses incident to" ai transfer of
duty station iigoverned by e4hapter 2,'Part 6 of the Federal Traval
Rigulations .(FPMR 101-7, Msyj1973);! apcdificaliy paragraph- 2-6.1.
These regulationL were promulgaitedpursuant to 5 U.SZC. 5724a
(1970) and, thos, hava the force and effect'of law. Neither our
Office nor aiL employing agency has the euthority to grant an exten-
sion bzyond zhe"7Ame periods prescribed in the rogulations. B-189775,
September 22, 19'7. Paragraph 2-6.1e prov.rdes that, in order for
Mr. Marfcheggianits Westhaven rneidence sale expenses to be rulm-
bursable under the first set o! transfer orders, asettleent would
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have to have occurred within 1 year of his reporting for duty in
Philadelphia unless he had requested in writing an extension not
to exceed 1 year. The record contains no evidence of such a
request. In any event, settlement on the house occurred approxi-
mately 42 months after Mr. Marceggiani reported to Philadelphia.
Thus, even though his action in delaying cOmplttion of real estate
transactions may have been prudent in light of his selection for
executive training, there is no authority to reimburse him for
sale expEnses which occurred after 1 year. S-'485669, September 29,
1976.

Alternatively, these real estate expenses are not reimbursable
under the orders traiisferring-Mr. Maicheggiani from Philadelphia to
Indianapolis. In order to We reimbursable, the real estate expenses
must be for a residence at ihe employee's "old ducot station." To
qualify as such a residence, the residence must be the one from -

which the employee regularly commutes to wojk;Ž-3B-183196. February 2,
1976. Since Mr. Marchcggiani's Westhaven rqsidence was not the one
from which he ccmmuted'to work in Philadelphia, he may not be reia-
bursned for the Westhaven real estate expenies under the orders
transferring him from Philadelphia to Indianapolis.

Accordingly, the voucher returned herewitth may not be certified
for payment.
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