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{Mxinum Amovat ‘of loi-hurcalont for Beal Estate l:p-nnca of
Tranr.ferred RBaployee) B-191483, Novesber <1, 1970. 1 mp.

Decisicn re: James J. O'Hears, Jr.i by Sobert f. Keller, Deputy
Comptroller General,

contact: Office ot the Gensrsl Cola-ols Petsonpel law Nastters
IX. :

Organization conootnodz Interstate c:--.:co conlilaion.

Authority: P, T.2. (PPMER 101-7), P.P.H.R, Tamp. l.g. l-11.

ln advance decision vas rcqucltcﬂ cuaccrning the
naxiunn ‘anouct of real estate expenses tiat say be teimbursed to
a. transferred eapldyes. . Aa smendaent to travoel regulstidas which
Sincteased the nalilul ascuat of kcinb-tsoncnt ullounhlc <LOT A&
‘Kouse sale applied cnly to transferrsd employees vho :oscttod teo
their new Quty ltatioas after June 1, 1977, Since ' the olployna
in'question reported'itd Ais new statios om Juse 20, 1976} his
reiaburmesent ‘was liniied to the lower amcumt even though
settlement on tha sale of his forser residence occurred on
August 15, 1977. (ETW)
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THKE COMPTROLLER CENERAL
OF THE UNITED SYATES

WABHINGTON, O.C.,. FODaaB

DECISION

FILE: 3-191485 DATE: govember 21, 1978
MATTER OF: Jamas J. O'Maara, Jr. - Relocation Expenses

DIGEST: PR was amended to increase uxinun amoun: of
reiﬂburaenent allowable for house sale from
$3, 000 to §8,000.., Amendment specifically pro-
vided that it applied only to trnnsfotred
emplcyess who reported to their new duty
stations after Jume 1, 1977.; Where trans-
ferred employece reported to’'his new duty station
on Junae 20, 1976, his reiuhutse!ant ia limited
to $5,000 even though sattiement on the sale of
‘his" former residence did mot occur until August 15,
1977, .
Thise action"1is in reuponse to a requust/far an advance decisior
that was submitted by an authorized certifying officer of the Inter-
state Commerce Cosmisaion, concerning the maximum amount of real
estate expenses that may be reimbursed to Administrative Law
; Judge James J, O'Meara, Jr.
‘. :

'udgu O'Meara vas transferted fton Evanaton. Illinoin,\to
Nushington, D.C. He reported to his‘new'duty station in June 1976.
He:vas reinbursed a total of $5,000 out of a claimed $14,576. 61 in
real estate axpcnses 1ncutred incident to the sale of his residence
‘at his old duty station, in accordance with Federal Travel Regu-
lations (FPMR 101-7) para. 2~6.2g (May 1973). Tha: provision sets
a limit of 10 percent of the sale price of tha hom: or $5,000,
vhichéver is less, as the maximum reimbursement, for house-sale
expenses., Judge O'Meara's home sold for $222,500.

. Judge O'Mearn contends that.he ahould be allowed $8,000 as
-lxilum reinburnement since the limitatién was raised to that
amotnt by Federal’ Property Management Regulations.'Temporary Regu-
lation A-11, Supp]ement 4. That Supplement was 1ssu¢d April 29,
1977, and the settlement on the sale of Judge O'Meava's former
reaidence took place on August 15, 1977,

Paragraph 2b of Supplement 4 deals with the effective dates
for its provisions very specifically. That paragraph provides
that:
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"The provisions of sttachment A to this
supp) ement are effective for travel performed on
or after June 1, 1977; hovever, for entitlement
to the increased relocatioa allowances prescribed
herein, an anployee's effective date of transfer;
{,e., the date the euployee reports for duty ac &
new official staticu, must be on or after June 1,
1977."

L . :

The language of the above prnbisfon i8 very clear and unawbiguous,
in order to be eligible for any incrassed benefits that might be
granted by Supplement &, a transferred employee must have reported
to his new duty station after June 1, 1977. Sinca Judge O'Meara
reported to his new duty station cn June 20, 1976, he may not have
the maximum reimbursement allowed to him increased to $8,000 as
authorized by Supplement 4§,

Accordingly, the $5,000 airaady peid to Judge O'Mearé i the
proper amount and no further reimbursement i{s due him.

Kot

Deputy Comptroller General
of the United States
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