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[aximum eaount of keflurs eneat for goal a eao ef
Trtaaferred ImplOyees u-193165. November 1.% 1176. 2 ni.

Diuicoan re: James J. O'MUara, Jr, by oelort 1. Ioller, Deputy
Coaptrolle Ceraeral,

contacts office of the Ceonsul Coasuels eramonel SAO letters

Orgaaisation CGflOcends InteOState Ccoumrce Comatuuioa.
AathorLty, F.1.3. (FF13 1O1-7). 1.P.1n1. fLop. leg. *-II.

an advance decision us. requeute$ cacernIlg teb
aziam'amosat of real estate expenem ithat may be timbremd to

a; traunfe trod emplo6'u. .A ememnlst to trv"el 're"Vglti;as which
Cincreasd the maximun aouunt utf keiaburusneat allauabLoi~for a
house ale applid e'ely to trastfocd employees ubo zejerteI to
their an duty stationm after June 1s 1977.' .iwco-Ihe umipoyae
in questioa reported\to hbis now tation mo o aose 20 7t97' his
reimbmrmmsnt was limJied to the lower oacgut even thougb
mettloent oan the saltv of hi.'formor eside-ce occured oo
August I5. 1977. (5T1)
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M ATTER OF: Jafep J. O'Meara, Jr, - Relocation Expenses

CISEsB: FTIlawm amended to increase maximum amount of
reilbursement allowable for house sale from
$5,000 to $8,000., Amendment specifically pro-
vided that it applied only to transferred
mployeem who reported to their new duty
station. after June 1, 1977. - Where trans-
ferred eaployee reported to h'is new duty ntation
on June 20, 1976, hi. reimhursaeent iA limited
to $5,000 even though sattlemeft on the sale of
hia former residenec did not occur untif. August 15,
1977.

This action ie in reuponse to a requeat{4'or an *dvance decision
that was submitted by an authorized certifjing officer of the Inter-
state Comerce Conission, concerning the maximum amount of real
estate expensea that may be reimbursed to Administrative Law
Judge James J. O'Meara, Jr.

J'udge0'Meara was tranaferred from Evanston, Illinois,\to
Washington, D.C. He reported to hisanew~duty station in June 1976.
Helwas reimbursed a total of $5,000 2ut of a eflaied $14,576.61 in
real estate expenses incurred incident to the sale of his residence
at his old duty station, in accor!ance with Fcderal Travel Regu-
lations (FPMR 101-7) para. 2-6.2g (May 1973). That ! provision sets
a limit of 0lpercent of the, sale price of the-jhouj or $5,000,
whichever is less, as the maximum reimbursement for house-sale
exptnses. Judge O'Meara's home sold for $222,500.

b Judge d'Meara contends that-he should be allowed $8,000 as
majisum reimbursement since the limitation was raised to that
amount by Fedeial1Proparty Hsnageacnt Regulations, 'Temporary Regu-
lition A-11, Suppiement 4. That Supplement was issued April 29,
1977,. and the settlement on the sale 'of Judge O'Mea,-a's former
reaidence took place on August 15, 1977.

Paragraph 2b of Supplement 4 deals with the effective dates
for its provisions very specifically. That paragraph provides
that:
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"The provisions of attachsent A to this
auppjement are effective for travel performed on
or after June 1, 1977; however, for entitlement
to the increased relocatioa allowances prescribed
herein, an eaployee's effective date of transfer;
i.e.., the date the employee reports for duty ac a
new official station, must be on or after June 1,
1977."

The language of the above provision is very clear and unsibiguous,
in order to be eligible for any increased benefits that might be
granted by Supplement 4, a transferred employeemstt have reported
to his new duty station after June 1, 1977. Since Judge O'Meara
reported to his new duty stahior en June 20, 1976, he ay not have
the maximum reimbursement allowed to him increased to $8,000 an
authorized by Supplement 4.

Accordingly, the $5,000 already prid to Judge O'Meary -,"the
proper amount and no further reimbursement is due him.

Deputy Comptroller General
of the United States
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