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DIGEST:

Protest questioning small business
status of bidder will not be reviewed
by GAO since conclnsive authority
ti determine size status of business
cont 2rns lires with Small Uusiness
Administration.

Tripod, Inc., protests the award of a contract to
either Space Services of Georqia, Inc. (Space Services),
or S & G Services, Inc. (S&G), for mess attendant
services at Elr*endorf Air Force Base, Alaska, by the
Department of 'lie Air force. Tripod questions Space
Survice's and S&G's usnall business size status because
Space Service allegedly has admitted to being an affili-
ate of S&G,

Pursuant to 15 U.S.C. ! 637(b)(6) (1976), the
conclusive authority to determine the small business
size status of a business concern lie, with the Small
Business Administration (S31A) and is not subject to
review by this office. '!lnil!, Construction Co., I
B-191462k2), March 29, 1973, -7-T GPO 245. Pursuant
to Defense Acquisition Reclulation ti I-703(b)(1) {1976
ed.), a protest concerning Lhe small buoiness status of
a firm should be sent within the time limits specified
therein for referral to the SBA. Dr. Pobert S. Ray
Association, B-191236, Fcbruary 27, 1978, 73-1 CPD 160.

- The protest is dismissed.
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