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DIGEST:

Where small business conrern is found to he
nonresponnible by procuring activity, sub-
sequent denizl of certificate of competency
by Small Busiiiess Administration is viewed
as affirmation of nonresponsibility
determination which is final and not for
review by GAO.

" The General Services Admihistration (GSA) issued
solicitation No. 7Pr-51661/8'1/7AV for the procurement
of keypunching and related srervices, 5th Generation
Systems, idc. (5th Gencration), submitted the low offer.

The corntracting nfficer determined that Sth
Generation w¢s nonresponsible. The Small Business
Admlnistration (SBA) subsequently declined to issue a
certificate of competency (COC) to 5th Generation.
5th Generation protests the determinations made by GSA
and SBA, and it requests a conference on the merits
of its protest.

SBA's denial of a COC is an affirmation of the
contracting officer's determination that 5th Generation
is nonresponsible., Our Office wil' ~ot question a
contracting officer's determin~tjuon that a small
business concern ic nonresponsihie where, as here,
that determination hes been affirmed by SBA's denial
of a COC becausu, by law, disposition of the matter
by SBA is final. Mainline Carpet Specialists, Inc.,
R-148792, June 8, 1977, "7-1 CPD 413; EMR Corporation,
B-192585, Augqust 29, 1978, 78-2 CPD 153,

Sth Generation has informally advised our Office
that therc were 28 mistakes in GSA's report to SBA
reqgarding its nonresponsibility. 5th Generation's
allegation and supporting dacva in this regard should
he sent to GSA so that the contracting officer and
SBA may reevaluate 5th Generation's responsibility.
Inflated Products Comranv, Tne,, P=100311K  (Cctober 31,
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Accordingly, 5th Generation's request for a
conference is denied and its protest is dismissed.
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