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MATTERF OF- 5th Gener-ationl Systems, Inc.

DIGEST:

Where small business concern is found to he
n~onresponstible by procuring activity, sub-
sequent denial of certificate of competency
by Small.Busi'.oess Administration is viewed
as afirma tion of nonresponsibility
determination which is final and not for
C eviSeI by GA..

The. General Srerices Adlminiistration (GSA) issued
solicitation No. 7Pr-5l6'6l/8!-/7AV for the procurement
of keypunching and related services, 5th Generation
Systems, iDic. (5th Generationl), submitted the low offer.

The corn.tracting officer determined that 5th
Generation ws nonrespDAnsible. The Small Business
Administration (SBA) subsequen-ltly cleclined to issue a
certificate of competency (CO(') to 5th Generation*

Mth Generation Srotests the detersinations made by GSI
and SBA, and it requests a conference on the merits
of its protestp

SBA's denial of a COC is an affirmation of the
contracting officer's determination that 5th Generation
is nonresponsible. Our Ofl ice will Aot question a
contracting officerl." detormin.-ition that a small
business airn o nonrosiie where, as here,
that determination has been affirmed by SnA's denial
of a COC because, by law, disposition of the matter
by SBA is final. Mainline Carpet Specialists,__Inc.,
o1f8792, June 8, 1977h a7-1 CPD 413s 5thR Corporation,
B-192585, August 29, 197p,, 78-2 CPD 153.

5th Generation has informally advised our Office
that there were a8 mistakes in GSA's report to SBA
regarding its nonresponsibility. 5th Generation's
allegation and supporting data in this regard should
be sent to GSA so that the contracting officer and
thA may reevaluate 5th Generationni responsibilityG
Inflated Pridut stComsan cofr, ee on t mctober 31,
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Accordin(jly, 'th Generation's request for a
conference Is denied and its prutest is dismissed.

Paul G. lembling
General Counsel




