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FILE: B-191539 DATE: July 5, 1978

MATTER OF: Kurt P, Goevel - Transportation and
storage of household goods

DIGEST: Transferred employee claims veimbursement
under commuted rate system for costs of
commercial transportction and temporary
storage of his household goods. His claim
may not be allowed since he cannot present
receipted copies of bill of lading or bill
for storag: rosts.

This ac:ion results {rom a l:ctter dated March 22, 1978, [rom
s, Arlene Tatigian, Mid-Atlantic Regional Finance 0ff1c¢r for
the National Park Service, requesting a decirirn as to the cnticle-
ment of Mr., Hurt P. Goebel, an employee of the dacioral Park
Service, to reimbursement for the costs ol Chae transportation and
temporary storage of his housvhold grods, itcurred incident to his
transfer from V-shington, k.C., td Goteway Hationzal Re:reation
Area, Brooklyn, New York, in September 1975,

Mr. Goeb2l, by Travel Authorizatior No. 1630-6-0105, daced
September 5, 19/5, was authorized shiprent of his lousehold goods
and personal =2f{fects t3 his new duty stacion, at a commuted rate.
Mr. Goebel states that his household goods were transporited and
temporarily storcd by rekins Moving and Storage Company from
September 17, 1975, to approximately October 23, 1975, He
claius $1,326 for the trvansportacion and $702.25 for the temporaty
storage, Houever, he Is unable to provide copies of the bill of
lading, his receipt for the storapge, or the check by which he paid
for these services.

Mr. Gochel has statwl that he sent the orizinal copy of his
receipted b1l of lading to the Park fervice's Mid-Aclantic
Regional Financ2 Office in approximately October 1975. However,
that cffice has no recorld of haviag received it and, furthcrmore,
has not, aftcr searching, been able Lo find 1.,

Mr. Goebnl has staced that he contacted tac Bekins
affiliacte in Laurel, taryland, which handled the transportatien
and storage of his houschold goods, aboul obl:iaing a copy of
his receipted bill of lading. The Beouins aftiliate informed
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him, however, that without the bill of lading number it could not
locate its copy¥ of the bill.

Tue Park Service's Mid-Atlantic Regional Finance Office in
December 1977, actcempted to obtain a copy of Mr. Coebel's bill
ol ladirg by contacting the Bekins centralized accounting office
in Glendale, California. The Regional Finance Ofifice was informed
that vithout the bLill of lading number it would not be possible te
obtafn a copy. Bekins also advised tha. becausce more than 2 years
had elapsed since the wove took place, Bekin: would not be able to
supply any information about :t,

Mr. Gochel stated furither thit he had not had tim2 Lo open a
checking account in Brac.lyn when he had to pay for the storage
and transportation and therefore, he obtsinod a "bank check"
from a bank located there, to pay Bekirs, However, Mr. GCoebel dces
not have cither a receiyt far, or a copy of. this "bank check”,
and he dees not remember [rom which bank he obtained Li,

Paragraph 2-8.32(3) of the Federal Travel Regulations (TiR)
(FPMR 101-7, May 1973), regarding the transportation of the
houschold goods of an cligible Government employce, srovides:

"Claims fov reimbursemcnt under the commuted
vate sysitem shall be support=d by a receipted copy
of the bill of lading (a reproduced copy may be
accepted) including any attached weight cervilicate
copies if such a bill was issued. If no hill of
Lading was involved, othcr evidencs showing points
ol origin and destination and the weight of the
goods must be submitted, * % *'"  (Emphasis added.)

In accordance wirh this vegulation, Mr. Coebel's claim for
reimbursesent of the ccse of transporiing his houschold goode
from Washington, D.C., to 3Jrooklysn, llew York, may not be
nlleved.  Sce 5-180897, April 21, 1975,

With regard to Mr. Goebel's claim for reimhursement of the
cost o the Lepporary storage of his househeld goods, FIR
para. 2-8.5b(1) provides:

"In cor,ectinn with transportation within the
conterminous Unjted Stacves under the commtitud vate
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system, costs of temporary storage vithin the
riolicable weight limit will be reimbursed co the
employee in the amount of his costs for storage
including in -nd out charges and necessary drayage,
but not to exceed Lhe commuted rates for storage
in GSA Bulletin FPMR A-2. A receipted copy of tha
warehouse or other bill for storage costs is
required to support reimbursement." (Emphasis
2dded.)

Since Mr. Goebel has not prescnted a reccipted ropy of the bill
for the tempovary storage of his nouscheoisd effecets i1ncident to

his transfz; from Washington, D.C., to Gateway National Reercation
Area, his 2laim for reimbursement f[or the cost of this storage may
aot be allowed, eitier. Sce 53 Comp. Gen. 512 (1974), and
B--173557, August 30, 1971.

Accordingly the above items on Mr. Gaebel's trvavel voucher

may not be certified for paymeW
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