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THE COMPTROLLER OENERAL
OF THE UNITED ST/.TES

WABHINGTON, T.E. gOoBsan

: FES 10 1978
FILE:  e190378 DATE:

MATTER OF: ,gutaistrative Offiss of the United States Courts =
Tramsportatisn of livesehiold Rf{focte

DIGEL'ST:

Vhere sarrier, in goed faith smé witheut negligence, has fummishad
teomgportation wnder Governmeat bill of lading, tranaporxtation
ToquUest, or other sontwastusl srvamgmment, it is amtitled to
peymeat for ssxvices rendered, notwithatanding fact that trans-
gortatisn was wot swthorised, and Lirreipective of whethar
ssllection eam ba wade frem individwal bemsfiting froa the
sexvics,

The Birester, Aduinistretive Office of tha United States Courts
{Adminiotrative Offise), Tegussts su advamee desipion ap to the
prepristy of disbureing sppropristed fwnds to pay & claim by Asro
Mayfliower Twsmsit Compony, Ine, (Asto Mayflewer), for tremsportation
charges. Tha transportatiom sharges represect the cost of transporting
the heupeheid offects of Nerra Jean ${lvasl from Whitiag, Indisna,
to Codar Repids, Iowe, wader Gevermment Hill of lading (GF7) Mo,
L-0656622, dated Ustober 1977,

he Adninistritive Offise isswed mm suilorization ou Gotober 18,
1976, entitling Ms. Bilvasi to claim velocation sllowences incident
to ber meve to sscept an gipprintmiat a9 -secretary to the Chief Judge
of ths Paited States District Court for the Noxthetn District of Iowa.
The auiaorisallios was issuwed by tha Administrative 0ffice Decause
of ita mdarstandirg that )Ma, Silvasi wes a Gevernamt esployes an
defined ia 5 U.p%. 3712(1) (1970), and therefcre entitled Co Taloca-
tion allowamess .u j ¥.5.C. 3724 (1970).

It was latar determined by the Administrative Office that
Ns. Pilvasi wis wet a Covernment amployas pricr te her appointment
sad that tharefere she w3 net miitled te relncatiom ~'lowancos.
lions have hboan paid to heriend the smthorisation for t.:vel allowances
was Tescinded. Nowaver, Asxe Mayflowsr has presemted its ¢laim for
$765.04, O cost of tramaperting har hewseholé effects, and it s
the propriety of paying this claim that is in conteution here,

The Administrative Office poses the following questious
"May the Aémisistrative Office obiigata nd disburse,
frcm tha Fissal Year 1977 sppropriastion which would
have beem available for relocation gllowances, Lhe
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oun of §769.04 te gay the tesmopertation sharges slained
by Aato Meyflewsr Teamsit Cowpasny, Tus,, fov sesvises
rendared in responss to the fssuenee of Govemmmmmt 3411
of Lading W, 10,636,622, subjest te the wnderstanding
that, after paysant e Asve Woyflswmy, the Aduiniptrutive
Offise will tals Resssaaty astisa in ascetdanes

3 0.3,C. £ 3514 {1979) to masever the
Mg, Norma Jasa Silvaai, on wheen bohalf
tation garviies wave provided?™

the

In 25 Coup. Dec. 512 (1919), 13 wne held that "Tha ageats of
tzangportation sonpemios camet bo scquainted with the offisers aud
employess of the Govervame, end ¢ voaquest {Z in preper fom end
apparveatly goed ics fase, witheut ascamse ot sltsratism, say de
hosered sscovdingly, thus imwlvisg the Sovamment in the papuant f{oy
tas services indisated thanesn.” ind this Office leag hes hali hut
whete & taxvier, in good fafth ead withost negligeres, Las furaished
trsagportation wnder & Govarmmant M1l of lading, trsmapertation requeet,
or other coutrsctual arrsagesant, 1% is eatitled te paymsut for the
searvises rendsved, notwithgtamding the /a4t thst the tremsportation
wis not autherised;, o2d irvespustive of Ae%aer collection ¢7n be
nads from the {adividcal bemefit feem the servisss. 4 « Gon,
030 (1923); 14 « Gem, 431 (1¢35)) i) Camp. Ger, 329 (i1W41);
Comp, Com, 30 (1943)) Cf. &8 Cang m, 773, 76 (1049).

The resord shows that the Adsinisgative 0ffise's esutrasting
offiser 41¢ have autherity to Loaws F3L's for Cammapertatim serviaes
for the sssomnt of the United ftatas. And theve (5 e agpmepriatien
indicated sun the ONL whisk sgparvently is svailedis to pay for the
tranaportation of howssheld effests. Further, Adse Mayflever
spparently asted in geed f2ith ead withent wcgligened vhem 4t sescpted
the 431 ae tendeved, Ses, slew, ¥ U.8,., 66 (a) (Supp. V, 1973),
vhich providas, msag othey thiang.; thats "Paysent for tl'.t‘vl.u-
of patsens or puepesty fer va ot Wibalf of the United Statas by sy
carrier or fovwirder shall b6 made Wpsa presemiiution of bills therefur
prior te awdit by the Gengsel Serviees Aduinistmaticn, or his designes.”

mrdtuﬁ. the vousher of Adre Mnyflower, whish io returasd
te the Adninistrative Offige, may d¢ sawtified feor L of §700.04,
1f stharwism corvest., Aftear payment, the amemat nmu be

coliested fyem Mg, Silvasi in the wowal sammer wader the provisiens
of 5 ¥.8.C., 3314 (1979).
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