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MATTER OF:  ymploymant restrictions - South Vietnamese aliens

DIGEST: 3, Dn& Enforcement Administration could employ
Viemar:eso slisa lawfully adinitted into
United Btates for pormanast residence during fis-
cal ysar 1977 despite rectriction sgainst Federal
snpleymunt of alienr. in Pub, L, No. 84-410,
which pcrmitted empioyraent aoly of Swuth Viet-
namnee refugees parcled into Unlud States.
Approristioa act previously enected i/ sume
fizcsl year permitisd em:ployment of South Viet-
namese alisns lawfully admitted into United States
for permanent residence, and legialative history
mnot indicate sezond act was inteixded tO repeal

3. Under expreess terms of only utatste now apnlicabie,
there is 10 basis for comtinued employmeat by Drug
Eaforcemesst Administration of South Vietemene
alien lawfully admitted into Tinited States for pcu-
myneat residence dwring fiscal year 1978, since
restrioticn against ¥Foderal amploymeat of aliera
cininined ia Pub, L. No. 85-81 contains excepntion
permitting amploymeat nly of Sou'™ Vietoamene
refugeee pairoled into United States and 20 addi-
tiaonl exception to smployment restriction provi -
sicis bas been enacted. Howsver, it is doubiful
that this result was intended. Th refore GAO
raconmends clarifying legislation and will defer
action pending its consideration by Congress.

This decision to the Attorney General of the United States responds
to a letter. wit: encloswres, from Kevin D. Rooney, Acting Assistant

siveral fow Administration, requesting our viewn concerning
tho e!Znuod employment of fioang Ky Ly, a nancitizer: employed by
the Drug Enforcement Adminirtration (DEA),.

The submisgion indicates that Mr. Ly enturnd t=e United States on
Krrch 8, 1075, aa a student with nonfmmigrant atstus, HNe was law~
fully admitted for psrmanent residence on August 27, 1978, Mr. Ly
was first employed by DEA as a temporary teanilator, purauant to
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