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THI‘:QDM”THOLLI- oEMERAAL
OF THE UNITED SBTATEA

WABHMINGTON, D.C. 2054 8

DEC:8ION

FILE: B-18935%56 DATE. Dscember 15, 19T’

MATTER OF: Gerald M. Anderson - Amendment of Travel
Orders to Authorize Extension of Temporary
Quarters Subsistence Expenses
DIGEST: Employee, who waa transferred from Aiaska, was
authorized 30 days' temporary quarters subsistence
expenses. Employee spent 42 days in temporary |
quariers and was subsequently authcrized reim-
bursement for the additional 12 days under
FTR para., 2-5.2b (FPMR 101-7, May 1973). Since
5 11.5.C. 5724a and implementing regulations !
contemplate subsequenr approval of extension
of temporary subsistence for up to an additioml
30 days, post-travel approval was valid and
claim for the additional 12 days may be pzid.

By a letter dated July 5, 1977, Ms. Lavina E. Peters, an

‘3uthorized certifying officer of the Depart.mem: ot‘ Health, Edu-

caticn, and Welfare (HEW), requests our decision conoe:'ning a {
voucher submitted by Mr, Gerald M. Anderson, an employee of the '-
Social Security Administration, for subsiatence while occupying

temporary quarters incident to a permnent change of station.

The record indicates that on January 5, 1976, Mr. “Anderson
was duthorized to tranafer from Anchorag:, Alaska to Olympia,
Washington. The travel order authorized tempor-ary subsistence
for him- and his family for 30 days. Mr. Anderson aubsequently
submitted a travel voucher in the amount of $4,011.81, requeast-
ing reimbursement of cei-tain costs, including temporary sub-
sistence for 42 days, The voucher contained an authorization for
the additional 12 days signed on September 15, 1976, by the
Acting Assistant Regional Cormissioner. The authorizatiun on
the voucher stated as follows: :

"I certify the additional 12 days of temporary
subsisteni " were necessary and in the best interest
of the Govermment. Temporary subsistence is au:ho-
rized and approved for 42 days. Per travel marual
chapter 3-60, part 5, section 2-5.2b,"

The voucher was examined by the certifying officer and
scheduled for payment in November 1976 in the amount of $3,498.47.
An amount of $504.60 representing temporary subsistence expenses
for 12 days was administratively suspandad, notwithstanding the
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authorization therefor on the voucher. ‘The suspension was based
upon the fact that fhe initial travel orders authcrized only

30 days' temporary quarters subsistence allowarce, and that prior
tu the transfer, Mr. Anderson had requested the alloyance for
only 30 days.

¥r. Anderson has filed a reclaim voucher in the amount of
$504 .60 representing the susperded temporary quarters subsistence
allowance. The agency's travel approving authority atates that
it is the agency's policy to authoriza temnorary quarters not to
exceed 60 days for all employees who transfer from Alaska, and
that 1t was an administrative oversight to have authorized only
30 days in the case of Mr., Arderson. The cer{ifying officer
contends, however, that the claim must be denled since a travel
order cannot be amended retroactively in the absence of an
administrative error. It is her view that since Mr. Anderaon
initially requested temporary quarters for only 30 cdays, no
administrative error occurred.

Our decis.ons have frequently cited and relied on the general
rule that legal rights and liabilities in regard to travel and
relocation allcwances’ vast whan the travel or relocation is
performed pursant to the travel authorization and that the
»uthorization my nit be revoked or' modified retroactively so as
tc increase or decrsase th: rights and benefits which have vested
or become fixed under applicable statutes or regulationa. Ex-
ceptions have been made to correct appa.ent errors or to complete
an incomplete travel order in accordance with the original intent
of the official who issued the order. See- 54 Comp. Gen, 638,
€39 (1975) and 51 id.. 736 (1972). The facts in this case do not
indicate that Mr. Anderson's travel authorization was incomplete
or contained an error 8o as to come within any of the exceptions
outlined above. Accordingly, we must consider whether the
employee's rights and benefits had vested or become fixed under
applicable statutes ard ragulations 80 as to preclude the retro-
active amendment of his travel authorization.

Reimbursement of a tranaferred employece'!s temporary quarters
subsistence expenses *s governed by 5 U.S.C, 5724a (1970) which
provides that the period of residence in temporary quartera
"may be extended for an additional 30 days™ when the employee
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moves to or from Alaska. That authority has been implemonted
by paragraph 2-5.2b of the Federal Travel Regulations {FPMR
101—7, May 1973) which provides as follows:

"y, \Additional time 1in certain cases.
To the extent determined to be necessary,
-axpenses as provided -above maytbe allowed
for a period not to'exceed an additicml
30 consacutive days while the employee
and ramily are occupying temporary quarters
18 the. emplbyeo 18" trarsferred 8ither to
or from Hawaij., Alaaka the territorica
ard posseaaions. the Commonwﬂalth of
Puerto Rico, or the, Camul Zone, The same
considerations is oxprrased ‘above are
applicable in allcwing any extedsion of
the additional perit.!." (Emphasis cupplied )

We have held that pursuant o thn abova-cited "atatute and regu-
lations an emplo;ee relocated . tu Alaska may under certaln con-
ditions be reimbursed temporary quarters subsistence axpenses
for a maximumﬂperiod of 760 days. We believé that normlly tha
initial authorization should not exceed 30 days.”ﬂhen an
appropriate authority determines it to be necelaary, the employee
m2y be authorized’ temporary quarters suhsistence expenses for an
additional period of time, not to exceed a second 30-day period .
Thus, 'we have held that. the statute and regulations oontemplate
a separate and subsequent" approval of the extension for an
additional .30 days' temporary quarters subsistence. Jose hD.
Argyle, B—186317, January 24, 1977. Therefore,.in view of the
agency policy to authorize up ‘to’ 60 days' temporary subsistence
expenses, if needed, the subsequent authorization by the Acting

‘Assiataiit Regional Commiasioner constitutes sufficient authority

to permit reimbursement of the additional 12 daya spent by
Mr. Arderson in temporary quarters.

Accordingly, the reclaim voucher may be certified for
payment 1f otherwise correct.
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