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[Protest against Alleged Oral changes in Specifications].
B-189321. Ju:jY 5; 1977, 2 PPe.

Decision re: Jet International, Ikc.; by Milton Socolar (for
Paul G, Demblirg, General Counsel).

Issue Area: Perderal Procurement of Goods and Services {(1900).

Contact: Office of the General Counsel: Procurement Law 1.

Budget Punction: Naiional Defense: Departaent of Defense -
Procurement & Contractsa (05&).

Organization Concerned: Department of the Aray.

Authority: 4 C.P.K, 20.2(b) (1) . B-184194 (1976).

Bidder protested alleged oral sgpaecification changes
concerning compatubility of procared items to existing
Government equipmepnt. Protest came after close of data for
initial receipt of proposals, and was therefore re jected as
untimely. Alleged impropriety was apparent prior to closing
date. (Anthor/DJM)
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FILE: B-189321 DATE: July 5, 1977

MATTER OF: Jct International, Inc,

I
DIGEST:

Contention, made after closing date for initial proposals, that
RY'P should be amended to list saliont characteristics of
Government-furnished equipment to - used in connection with
items being procured is untimely und.  Bid Protest Procedures,
4 C.F.R. § 20.2(h)(1) (1977), because alleged impropriely was
appaient prior tc closing date for initial propos-=ls.

Jet International, Inc., by letter received n June 13, 1277, proteats
against any award under reruest for proposals (RF'P) No. DAAEQO7-
77-R-3010 issued Ly the Army for cer iain automatic data processing
equipment.

Jet International abjects to alleged oral specification chunges--
requiring items to he procured to be compatible with cxisling Army
equinment--made by an Army ccniract specialist over the telephone
on June 10, 1977. However, the RFF provided that the required
terminal, remote control unit, terminal conitroller, and terminal
printers must be "plug to plug compat tible" with existing installed
ecuipment without any changes or raodifications to existing hardware
or software, Jet Inier nat;onal states that the RI'P did not list the
salient characferxstics,of each item of Government-furnished equipment
to be ~ontrolled by equipment to be provided under the RFP. Jet
International now requests, after the May 28, 1977, closing date
for receipt of initial proposals, that the Army be directed to provide
such a list and that each offeror be allowed sufficient time to submit
a revised proposal or best and final offer.

Section 20. 2(b)(1) of bur Bid Protest Procedures, 1 C.F.R,
§ 20, 2{b)(1) (1977}, provides ‘that protests based upon alleged impro-
prieties in any type of solicitation which are 'apparent prior to the
closing date for receipc of initial proposals shall be filed prior
to such closing date. Since Jet International's protest is against an
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alleged impropriety apparent prior to the eloaing date for receipt
of initial proposals, ii had to be filed here prior to May 28, 1977,
in order to be timely. University of New Orlcans, B-184184,

January 14, 1976, 76-1 TP 22, Thérclere, fhe Jet International

protest will not be considered.
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