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[Reinbursesent Claim for Travel Expenses tc and from Work).
B-188045. Nay 9, 1977. 3 pp.

Decision re: Thomas L. fzith; by Paul G. Dembling, Zeneral
Counsel (fcr EZlmer B. Staats, Comptroller Gereral).

Issue Area: Personnal Nanagament snd Compensation: Compensation
(305).

Corntact: Office of the General Counsei: Civilian Personnel.

Budget Panction: General Government: Central Personnel
Banagement (305).

Organization Concerned: Defense Supply Agency, Ogfen, UT.

Ruthority: 11 Coav. Gen. ¥17. 15 Comp. Gen. 3INZ., 19 Comp. Gen.
836, 36 coap. Gen. 450. 32 COIp. Gen. £7. B~184&508 (1916'-

. W. J. Perry, Accounting and Pinance Officer for the
Dafense Supply Agency, requested a decision cencerning a clais
tfor round irip mileage differential and tolls representing the
da(ditional commuting mileagm between hixz residence and his new

‘permanent duty station. The employes Ray not be reipbursed for

the transportation cousts of comaunting to a ner job location,
since the assignment vas persanent rather than teaporary, and
comnacting costs to a permanent duty station sugt be borne by the
employee. {(Author/ScC)

&

BT TN

J



.‘

L] 1

Herbert ILiunn

Clv.Pers,
TN BBMPTHDLLIH ENERAL
OF THY. LNITED S8TATES

WASHMIMGBTON, D.C. 230848

FILE: B-188045 DATE: May 9, 1977

MATTER OF: Thomas L, Smith - Travel axpenses to and
Z£rom work

DIGEBT: EIgployee was assigned from National City,
California, to North Island, Caiifornia,
¥mployee may not he reinbursed trans-
portarion costs of commuting t. new job
locatiou since record indicates assign-
mént was permanent, not: temporary, und
costs incurred in cormuting betwean
residence and permanent duty station
are to be borne by em:loyee. "

'rhia action.is in reuponse fo a request by Mr. W, J, Perry,
Accounting and Finance Officer, Defense Supply Agency, Ogden,
Utah, for our deciston com.erning, a claim by Mx, Thomas L,

Smith for round trin mi luge difterent{al ané tolls representing
additional commu cing mileage between his residence and his

place of duty as an employee of the Defense Supply Agency. The
request was foxwarded to this Offtice by l\itter dated December 16,
1976, from the Pex Diem, Travel and Transportation Allowance
Comittce, referen:a PDTATAC No, 76-26,

The record shmn t.hat Mr. Smith was as:igned from National
- City, c;lifornin, to North Island, Cel ;lfornia, on February 24,
1975, pursuant to h's request, ‘It is reported that the zppro-
priate personnel pnpt.rwork necessary (o effect such a transfer
was requested at thst time but the p..p..rwork for this transfer
action was not proc.ea«ed in a tiwely manner., -However, &
Request for ?ersounel Action, Stendard Form 72, dated April 6,
1£76, with an effective date of Aprll.18, 19?6, was issued to
accomplish‘the change in duty stations from llational City to
North Island for Mx, Sm.th.

My, Smith is =laiming mileage and tolla in the emount of
$781.70 on the basis that his oral trans for from Mitional City
to North Island: was not a ‘permanent :ransfer and, therefore,
he was' entitled fc be reimbursed for the mileage hatween
National City and North Island as though he had trcveled it
each day in the performance nf temporary duty. In effect he
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‘assignmact was permanent, -It is a well-estubxished rule that

B-188045

is asking to be paid mileaze for the increased cormuting
distance between his home and North Island, as cowpared with
the distance between his lLome and National City, on a construc-
tive basis,

Decisiona of this Office huve consistently held that no
authority exists for reimbursemant of an employee for the
expenses incurred in traveling from his residence to his place
of business, This is an expense which must be borne by the
employee. See 11 Comp. Gen, 417 (1932); 15 id. 342 (1935);

19 id, 836 (1940); 36 id. 450 (1956).

The location of the official station of an employee presents
e question of fact and is not limited by the administrative
designation, But-.it has been consistently held by this Office
that en employee's official duty station is the place at which
he performs the major part of his duties and is expected to
spend-the greater part of his time, 32 Coup ‘Cen. 87 (1952),
Furthermore, since the question of the location of an emgloyee's
workplace is essentially a factual matter, such determinations
are primarily msttera for the administrative agency,

In the instant case Mr, Smith claims trxavel expenses inci-
dent to.a.temporary assignment and the agency. states that his

where there i1s a dispute between the cleimdnt and the admin-

istrative agency 2s to the facts, those reported by the admin-

istrative agency will be accested by this Office in, the

absence of evidence sufficient to overcome the presumption of

the correitness thereof. B-184608, Z=piembar 9, 1576, and

casces clted therein. i

The record shows that employees who were assigned ts
North Island for temporary rcotation tours, of 3 months were
reimbursed for travel’ expenses, However, ‘Mx, Smith's super- ;
visor states that his assignmenu was 1nrended to be permanent,
and he perforwad his duties xegularly at Yiorth Island for more
than a year when his written transfer was 1ssued, ‘Upon the
present record we find no proper basis to disagree with the
determination by the Defense Supply Agency that North Island
was Mr, Smith's official duty station during the peried in
question,
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Accordingly, the vcuchar may not he paid.

For th COmptrbller General
of the United States




Harbert Dunn
" CAv.Peres.
COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES '
WABHINGTON, D.C. B9S4s
B-188043 )

Tha Honorable §. Y. Hayakawa
Unitaed Statcs Senatoy

880 Frvat Stirect

San Diego, California 92101

Near Scnator Hayskawat . |

We refer further to your letter datad March 23, 1977,
on behslf of Mr, Thomas L, Snith, 170 Lotus Urive,
Chula Vista, Califoxnia, concerning his claim for trave’
exnaenses to and from vork as an saployea of the Dafense

Supply Ageuacy.

Enclosed i{s a copy of our decision of today wherein
it wvas deterained that liz, Saith was assigunod pemansatly
to North Island end ‘nay not be roiabursed commuting
expensos, Ve trust th-t this is zegponsive tv your
iaquiry.

Sincerely yours,

Peur g, De:inqare

¥or Y25  Comptrollier Ceneral
of the United States

Eaclosuze






