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[Carrier Tranagorts Goods without C :rating Authnrityl.
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Decision re: District Containerized Express; by Paul G. Dembling

{for LCleer B.Staats, Ccmptroller General).

Issue Area: Transportation Systems and Policiae (2400). )

Contact: Office of the General Coungel: Transpcrtation Law.

Budget Functicn: General Government: Central Piscal Operations
(803).

Authority: 31 U.S5.C. 82d. 52 Comp. Gen. 83. B-186917 (1977).
B-181137 (1S74).

GAO Certifying Cfficer Laura C. Palmexr requested a
decision or the prorriety cf certifying for paymsent vouchers
which covered freight charges allegedly due on two shipments of
printed forms. The carrier d4id not have the required operating
authority to handle this type of shioment, but canr be paid
gquantum wmerit based on usual rates of authorized carriers. (RRS)
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THE COMPTROLLER GUNERAL | A4

OF THE UNITED BTATES
WABHINGTCN, D.C. 20548

FILE:  g.188229 DATE: way 4 917

MATTER OF: pigtrict Containerised Express

DIGEST: Vhere a earrisr truasperts geeds without
operating sutherity, sarriex caa be patd
quantut saruit based om the usual oT going
rates of other duly amthorised carriers
for the sams servicas.

Mrw. Laura C. Palmer, aa authorised earti’yiag officer
sf the U.S8. General Agssswmting (Mfiee (GAD), hau xv/quested
an advanss dagision on the prepristy of certifyisg for pay~
ment veuchete tetaliag §1,279.96. Tha veushers were presented
for psyment by Distriet Comzsiserisad Express (District)
tnd cover the freight echarges allegedly dus su two shipmeats
of "printed forws, papex” temdared te Distriet for tramspor-
tation frem uu-.m. V.C., to San Fraacisee, Califomnia.
iscriet's b1l sunbers are DCE-1090 and DCE-1076,

Mrs, Palmar, ss an autherised certifyis, efficer, is

“"eatitlad te aa sévemce deeision by ths Comptroller General

ox the gquwestisa of lar vhather the freight sharjes should
be cortified for prymmnt, 31 U.S5.C. 824 (1970). And as
zoquirad by our proesdures, Mrs. Palmar has swbwmittad the
origimal veushsny presented for cartification. 352 Comp.
Cen. 83 (1972).

Tha reasord shows that District picked up in August
1976, two shipmsats of printed forms for trammsportation finm
GAO, Washingtew, D.C., te GAD, San Franciseo, Califoraia;
wader Cevermmsut bills >f lriing Nos. K-0283719 and KX~0201727.
inside delivery vas requested and sutkorized at destinationm,

Turther develeopmev: of tha record in tha form of e
tequest for vats irformation fyom the Gemaral Services Ad-
migistration (G34A) reveals that District does ant havs the
requived operating swthority to handle this type of shipment,
and that the billed rates were excassive. There 1is no avi-
denes to indicats that the sarvics performad for GAO wvas
other thaa ordinary commown caxrier sarvica.

We bave hald in tha past that the contract of carricge
ia wenforcasbls vhare a carrier doss not have the raquisite
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reesver a
shipper had

Quimtun reruit
duly
sviens. B-104917,

operating autherity bt that the sarriar
quantus neruit for Lts serviess becamse
recaived the denafit of thess serviess.
should be based sa the weual ox poing
axthetisad ssrriars fox the sams ov similarx
Mazreh 9, 1977; 181137, July 3, 19N4.

Besed ea the infermatisa furanished by UGA, the lewest
rates availabls te the Oevernmsmt on thase twe shipammts arve
fownd ia Uatted States Ooverumsut Quetatiom X1.C.C. 2-4, Itea
680, as followm:
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Youghar Melakt Raty e RelMvery Tetal

0CEH-1076 1,612 lbe. §9.67 ewt. §133.08 #13.22 $174.10
DCE~1090 2,582 1ds. .48 ewt. $2M4.77 $29.\8 §273.98

The voushers are being seturned to the esrtifylag oflieer
sad may be certifisd for paymaat ia the ampunts shewa abeve,

Sinilar shipmnmmts ney alse be 7aid on a questwm mazuit
basia, after verifisastion and deterninstisn of tha svailable
rates by OBA,

¥Faul G. Drabling

For Comptrellar Ceameral
of the Uaited States
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