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[Iaflated Iroducts company u Protest against any other Bi3der an
a Department of the Army Coatract). 3-186592. April 1 1977. 1
pp-

Deciuion reo Inflted Prodcts Cos. Inc.; by Paul 6. Dembliag,
General counsl.

Issue Area: federal Procurement of Goods and Serviceu (Ifl0).
Contact: Officoe of the General Counsel.
Budget Functions National DHfense: Department of Defense -

Procurement S Contracts (053).
orgqanzation concerncd: Department of the Any.
Authority: 15 U.S.C. 637(b)(7). I.S.P.R. 1-705.S. 9-156060

(1977).

company contended that it is the low bidder on an army
contract and protested any award to anothec bidder. The
Department of the army determined that the compaay is
noareuponxible. The matter has been left to the Bll Busineass
adminiutration to determine the ompaay's competency. JQI)
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_"U COMPTY0OLLEN GENERAL
oat cuICIs.IcN t.(iE | oP THE UNITED STATUE

.ASHINGTON. 0.C. 2054U

FILE: X-188592 DATE: AwlP i.19, T

MATTER DOF Inflated Producto Company, Inc.

DIGEST:

Protest filed after contracting officer determined
firm nonresponsible and prior to ruling by S3&
regarding issuance of cartificiate of competency
(coC) is not for consideration, since GAO has no
authority to review COC determination, to require
SBA to issue COC, or to reopen care if COC is denied.

Inflated Products Ccmpany, Inc. (Inflated), protests any award to
any other bidder under Invitation for bids (Ib'; DAAK01-77-B-5093
issued by the Department of thi Army. Inflated contends that it is
the low responsive and responsible bidder and states that it intends
to file for a certificate of competency (COC) from the Small Business
Administration (SBA).

We have been informally advised by a representative of the Depart-
sent of the Army that Inflated was determined to be nonresponsible by
the contracting officer. Because of Inflated's small business status,
the matter was referred to ZBA pursuant to Armed Services Procurement
Regulation (ASPR) S 1-705.4 (1976 ad.) for revicw and consideration
whether Inflated should be Issued a COC for the procurement.

Under 15 U.S.C. S 637(b)(7) (1970), SBA has the authority to iseue
or deny a COC. Our Office il not authorized to review SBA determinations
or to require SBA to issue a COC or to reopen a case if a COC is denied.
Commercial Envelope Manufacturing Company, Inc., B-188060, January 24,
1977, 77-l'CPD 50.

Accordingly, the protest is dismissed.

Paul . Demblink;
General Counsel
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