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[Iatlated Froducts Coapany's Protest agaiast Any Other Bidder on
a Departsant of the Aray Coamtract). B-188%592. April 1, 1977. 1

PP.

Decision re; Inflated Prodects Co., Inc.; by Panl G. Desblinag,
Genaral Counsel.

Issue Area: rederal Procurement ¢f Goods and Sexvices (1M0).

Cnntact: Office of the General Counsel.

Budget Function: Naticnal Defensa: Departaent 2f Defense -
Procurement & Contracts (09%8).

Oorganigsation Concernsid: Departament of the iAray.

luthorgty: 15 0.S.C. 637(b) (7). A.S.P.R. 1-705.8&, B~ 188060
(1877 .

Company contended that it is ¢he low bidder on an Army
contract and protested any avard to another bidder. The
Dapartment of the Aray determined that ths company is
noaresponsible. The matter has bean laft to the Small Business
dainistration to determine the <company's coxpetency. XH)
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THME COMPTROLLER OENERAL
ar THE UNITED STATESR

WASHINGTON, D.C. RO0San

DECISION

, ' . ApAd 1, A9TT

MATTER OF: Inflated Products Company, Inc.

DIGESBT:

Protast filed after contracting officer determined
firm nonresponsible and prior to ruling by SBEA
regarding isauance of certificiate of competency
(coC) is not for consideration, nince GAO has no
authority to review COC determination, to require
SBA to issue COC, cr to renpen case 1f COC 1is denied.

Inflated Products Ccmpany, Inc. (Inflated), protests any award to
any other bidder under invitation for bids (IFb, DAAK(G1-77-B-5093
issued by the Department of thi Army. Inflated contends that it is
the low responsive and responiible bidder and states that it intends
to file for a certificate of competency (COC) from the Small Business
Administration (SBA).

We have been 1nformaliy advised by a representativa of the Depart-

‘ment of the Army that Inflated was determined to be nonresponsible by

the contracting officer. Berause of Inflated's small business status,
the matter was referred tc 3BA pursuant tc Armed Services Procurement
Regulation (ASPR) § 1-705.4 (1976 ed.) for review and consideration
whether Inflated should be issued a COC for the procurement.

Under 15 U.S8.C. § 637(b)(7) (1970), SBA has the authority to iscue
or deny a COC. Our Office i3 not suthorized to review SBA determinations
or to require SBA to issue a2 COC or to reopen a case if ' a COC is denied.
Commercial Envelope Manufacturing Company, Inc., B-188060, January 24,

. 1977. 77—1‘CPD 50-

Accordingly, the protestc is dismissed.

Paul G. Demblin,
General Counsel
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