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Protest alleging ambiguous specificattons is untimely where
basiz for protest was apparent from itation for bids but
protest was not filed until after bit. opaning.

The Veterans Administration Hospltit, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
(Veterans Administration) has forwarded to our Office pursuant to
section 1-2.407-8(b)(3) of the Federal Procurement Regulations (FPR)
(1964 ed.) the protest of InterRoyal Corporation (InterRoyal) in
connection with invitation for bids (IFB) 646-18-77. Award has
been withheld pending a decision from this Office.

Through isauanrcaof the subject solicitation the Veterans
Administration sought bids oa a quantity of dormitory beds with
two drawers and wardrobe divider units in accordance with specifica-
tions as set out in the IFB. Bids were opened ott December 26, 1976,
at which time it was determined that National Metals Industries
(National) had jubmitted thii lowest bid. On that same date, after
bid opening,'7yaerltoyal protested on the grounds that the specifics-
tiona were ambiguous Specificlhlly, InterRoyal claims that the
req 1 irement for "lamintated plastic" contained ov page 5 of the IFB
should have indicated the type of laminated plastic to be used. It
is further asscrted that the requirement for "Materials to be Class
A Flame Spread Rated" and the particular manufacturer's model number
which were alio referenced on page 5 should have contained more
specific information.

Our bid Protest Procedures, 4 CFR Il 20.2(b)(1) (1976), require
that protests based upon allejged improprieties in a solicitation
which are apparent prior to bid opening shali be filed prior to bid
opening. IntarRoyal has informed our Office that prior to bid open-
ing it had unsuccessfully sought to contact a Veterans Administration
representative by phone, apparently in an attempt to obtain certain
Information with respect to the specifications. However, the record
indicates that Intetstoyal did not actually protest to the Veterans
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Administration until aftar bid opening, Therefore, the protest
is untimely anA not for consideration on the mertsa.

In view of the foregoing the protest Is denied and award
should be made to National, if otherwise proper.

Acting Comptroller Geleral
of the United States
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tr. Welles th i7

amoral brutyA Adawatraflr

ar Mr. 1beM .

eleled lip a ca* of *ot deciste rlative toe dy rtat
of Pr1m aunrectiam Co., im., aasist wrd to m ev bidder
ar Pn U4-OfS-O . 2ti ittor £I the sJest of a report
tru yew be Comet dated cs__ 1, 1g76.

Ultio wehen dad" tie ptet, a re_ that the
Low precbed by PM 1-18.10, va In in elan 32 of WCA
Ya. 1139 (h "Perf*t ewes o tft by Oveerme tean" eso*) be
elafltied. An meted by yew hating Gesel Ozsal, the slam..
Is useptiba of mro ti s a utewprettiae a to e way to
Aak ualeut1SAM Of the peOeetage Of VWk the eMtractOr IS
required en gerfa with It. - ferms Is tr he ond.

Plane adyige - of my ataiv take.

Siancerly years,
- .

-I- - KELLer

&CtiLt er~Ler Gamr
of the mibted State.
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