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P:otelt that low bjdder does not possess ICC license
atid 'i{s therefore iot enti*led to award of contract is
denled rlncr record, {ndicates that awardee, prlor to
oL avard, did’ possesa '1CC license. Moreover, since solici-
n,oo tation contains’ generally worded license requirement,

C .aatiafection of "licensing tequirement oniy concerns

ﬂf - contractor and entity responsible for granting licensz
Co and is not for contrecting officer's consideration in
Sy determiting bidder's responsibility,

fInvitntion for tids- (IFS)DlKFl9-76-l-OOB9 was lssued by
the: Department of the Army, Corntracting Facility Procurement Divi-
sion, Port Riley, Kansas (Ammy) for the procurement of packing,
‘ crating and draysge services for household goods in various Kansas
N countiel. Awﬁrd was made to Academy Movers (Academy) which was
: decermined to belthe low bidder for Area 1, Schedul~ 1 & 2 (inbound
and outbound nhrvzceu) [
Hid Americn Hovers, Inc.A(H‘d America) protested agdinet award
of the contract to Academy or; the gtounds that Academy did not passess
an ‘Interstate Commerce Commission {ICC) license as required by Para-
graph C-40 of the solicitation. Paragraph C-40 of the IFB advised
all bidders as follovs:

- "The contrnctor shall be requited to meet all

’ required Federal,  State, and Local regulations

to inciude all current llcenses for the areas
covered by the solicitation at the time of award."

Hid America also asscrted that Craves Van Lides’ (Grnves) should
not receive award of a contracL for Area 11, Scheduie I (inbound
services) because of its failurc to cotiply with Paragraph C-4C, In
. this'regard, however, we huve been advised by the Army that the low
bidder for Area 1I, Schedule 1 was Covan World-Wide Moving, Inc.
(Covan), not Graves, and that award of a comtract for Arca 1I,
Schedule 1 was made to Covan on December 3, 1976, Accordingly, con-
sideration of this aspect of Mld Amcrica's protest would be academic.
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Mid America has indicated that an employee of the Topeka.
Kansas ICC Office advised 1t that Acadeny had .not received ICC
operating authoricty for Pottnwatonig County priur to award of the
subject contract. However, the Army has advined uur Office that
Academy had existing operating authority to perform in all parts
c€ Area I axcept Pottawatomie County through ICC Order No. MC-FC-
76534, Auguat 23, 1976, which tranafarred to Acadeuy the entirs
operating rights of another moving and atorage company, In additionm,
the Army reports that ICC granted operating authority in Pottawatomie
Uounty to Academy on December 1, 1976 through ICC Order No. MC 129057,
Therefore, the record clearly establishes that Academy, at the “ime
of award or. December 3, 1976, possessed nll necessary ICC licenses.

Mbreover, where, &8 here, the IFB requireﬂent is aet forth in
broad. general languagc which does not specifically require the
obtaining{of a specific license(s) (see 53 Coup. Gen. Slm(1973))
wa have held that whether or not such licensea ‘are obtained is a
matter solely between the contractor and the. en ity reaponsible
for granting such a license or permit. Mc Namara-Lung.Yans & Hnre-
houses, Inc., B-185803, July 8, 1976, 76-2 CPD 20, atfirmed, B-1B58n3,
Septemter 3, 1976, 76-2 CPE 217. 1In such circumstances the determina-
tion of whether a license or permit has buen obtained has no bearing

on the award of a contract or the respongibility of a bidder. 53 Cowmp.

Gen., supra,
In view of the foregoing, Mid America's protest is denied.

Deputy Comptroller Pené?&l
of the United States
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