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DIGEST:

l qutot for remission of liquidated d-mage&
ausaaead by Departfent of Agrtculture ti deused
since agency'u decision not to rtcoDPind re-
mission vrecludes GAO undar 1D U.S. C. S 2312
from remitting A 1 or part of st^h daaes.

37 letter dated Dirmber 20 1976, counsel for Ulboa Insurance
Ceapany (Ualbou) requested toilet fea aL aasceaent of liquidated
da Jges in the naoum of 410,379. b the Onited States Department of
Agriculture, Soil Conaervation Service, ander contract No. AG 40 SCS-

:-V have been advised, 6tt tce Depaicunt of Agrieiture bat de-
Aided t o risitoo of liquidated sgenfude the
ubject'contract. UuQero10 U. S 1C 92312 (1970) o'ir-Office i-cauthorized

'to rmit liquiditid majee imn itoietr in part tijondthe roe endation
of th head of th contracting agecy. In regard to thei:,nmtint request
forarif ;it baa con taiduenty "een. our position that'':the cited
statute clearly contmplates tbat a favorable recommendation byrtte head
of the agency concerned'is a prerequatte to any remission action by
our Iff ice. See Oloon'PPiubiux & Bestirn Company, B-185557, August 11,
1976, 76-2 CPD 154; Lasko Metal Wioducta. Incorporated, 3-180174,
July 24, 1974. 74-2 CPD 54.

Consequently, we are unable to jranc Balboa remission of all or
any part of the liquidated damages auaooed.

lblwrtr ACollar General
of the United State.
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