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Flil . E: B-185076 DATE: March 21, 1977

MATTER OF: Real Estate Comxission Scrip - Department of
Agriculture

DIGEST: Department of Agriculture requasts instructions
va dhpos:ltioa cf excess scrip which can be
ugsed to. reduua real estat: comnissions iu the
n.nnupou- area, Departnent is advised that
scrip can ba usad.by its employeses or trana-
farred to other Covarnment agenciss for use
b, their employees or dismosed of in any
othar manner in interest of Governmant,

By a httcr ‘dated October 6, 1976, Mz, J, P, loldnc, Assistant
Secretary for Adeinlstration, U. S Dapartunt: of Agriculture,
requested our advice concerning the dispoaition of scrip which can
be ussd in partial payment of real sstate commissions in the [
Minneapclis, Mincssota, area.

. The scrip wu ﬂm to the Daparment of Agricultute by
nplo*ru- previously statio et’ in the M‘innupolis area with the
Minneapolin Commodity 'Oﬂ.'ice. . The employees were transferred to
other Ascs offices vhen: the Minneapolis office was closed. At the
time of the transfer the employees were reimbucsed for the cost of
transfer axpenses in accordance witi the Fedaral Travel Regulations
(FPMR 101~-7, May 1973), including real estate commissions on the
sale of l.h.ir homes .
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Subuqumt to. thn tt;nafars, a clnu-action suit in U.S.
District ourt 1nvolv1ng an- ‘anti-trust challenge to fixed real
estate commissions vas relolved by a settlement. \Under the
settlement agreement perlonu, who had recently sold houses in the
H:lnnenpolh ares and paid a ﬁmd rul.‘utate comin:siun, received
a‘refind 4n the form of lcr:lp. \)Thu lc.zip can be used as partial
payment of future reel estate commissions in the Minneapolis area.
The. ASCS employees formerly stationed in Minneapolis gave their
scrip to the Department of Agriculture.

In ‘his letter Mr. Bolduc: :I.ndicated that the Depnrtmant received
spproximatelv $6,100 worth of r: r.lo. He Jtated that the Department
anticipated that approximately $2, 000 worth of scrip muy he used
by five ASCS emnlnyees who have not yet sold their homes in the
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Minneapolis area. The remaining $4,100 worth of scrip will |
expire 5 years from thes date of itz distcibution by the U.S8,
District Court, Mr. Bolduc atated that the excess scrip conld
be used by employees of other Covermment agenciess transferring
from the Minneajinlis area.

HWe agrce it would be proper to use the scrip for the ASCS
employaes as proposed, and that it wvould also be proper to transfer
the excess scrip to other Vederal agencies having offices in the
Minneapolis area for uaze by their .employees., Such use of the
scrip on behalf of transferred employees would reduce the costs
of the Goverument. The scrip otherwise has no value, and 1f it
18 not neéaded by other Government agencias or is returned urused,
there would be no 1liability should it expire unused. In additiom,
if any scrip remains unused, any other dispositic. of the secrip
that is in the interest of the Government would be >roper. See
generally B-128096. August 20, 1956,
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Deputy Comptroller General
of the United States






