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MATTER OF: *asl Zetate Co-Aisaton Scrip - Department of
Agriculture

DIGEST: Depart m t of Agriculture requesut inutiuctions
ua dispoaition of excess scrip which can be
used to reduce real estate comajssiona in the
Minneapoise area. Departsant is advised that
scrip can be used by Its meployeem or trans-
farred to other Covnrnmmt agmnct am for use
biJ their eoployees or diswuoed of In any
othsr manner in Interest of Governument.

-By &letter dated Octaber 6, 1976, Mt. J. P. Dolduc, Assistact
Smcretr7 for Adalnlutration, U.S. Department of Agriculture,
reauested our advice conccrning the di position 'of scrip which can
be used In partial payment of real mutate commissions in the
Minneapolis, Minnesota, area.

The scrip wazsgiveu to thn Department of Agriculture by
pxploreas previously utatioyiet in the;Mlnneapoiie area with the

Agrictuituir-l StAb izaeton !~!d Conner idt'lon Service (ASCS),
Minnaapolin Commodity-Office. The-enployeeu were transferred to
other AZCS offlces w'aenthe Minne:poli: office was closed At the
ti e -of ihe transfer the- empioyees were reizroursd for the cost of
transfer expenses in ac cordance with the Federal Travel Ragulattons
(FZMR 101-7, Hay 1973), including real estate commissions on the
sale of tbeir hoa".

. Subsequant to the tranaftirs, a class-action suit in U.S.
District Court invoivlng'n nti-trust challenge to fixed real
estate comisiesous as ,resoived by a settlievet. ,Under the
settlennt *gr- ut person, v'who had recently sold houses in the
nnen'polim area and pid a * fixed'realleatate commisrlon. received

agrefund in the fors 'of *crij \Thaimcitp can be useJ aS partial
payu nt of future r-rl *Jtate cr mdssions in the Minneapolis area.
The. ASCS emploeen formerly stationed in Minneapolis gave their
*crip to the Department of Agric:t1ture.

In his letter Mr. Bolduc indtcated that the Department received
approximately $6,100 worth of rc:rin. He otated that the Department
anticipated that approximately $2,000 worth of scrip may he used
by five ASCS employees who have not yet mold their homes in the
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Mlimmapoliu area. The remiining 4,100 mnrth of scrip wiil
expire 5 year. from the date of its diztribution by the U.S.
District Court. Yr. Bolduc stated that the axcse scrip could
be used by employees of other Governoent agencies transferring
from the Minneapolis area.

We agrce it would be proper to use the scrip for the ASCS
employeecs a proposed, and that It would almo be proper to transfer
the excess scrip to other Yederal agencies having offices in the
Minneapolis area for uae by their eaployeem. Such use of the
scrip on behalf of transferred employee, would reduce the costs
of the Government. The scrip otherwise has no value, and if it
is not needed by other Government ageneiis or is returned unused,
there would be no liability should it expire unused. In addition,
if eay scrip remains unused, any other dispositir.' of the scrip
that in in the interest of the Government would be oroper. See
generally B-128096, August 20, 1956.

Deputy Comptroller General
of the United States
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