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MATTER OF:  rmaud J. Lcustalot « Indsbtedaess

for Cost of Travel Expeunses
DIGEST: 1. Cavernment ia liable for reimbursadla
sxpansas of enployse traveling ox lesve via
indivect xoute to officfal mesting which he
is unabla to attend dus to cancellation of
all £flights to city vhers meeting 4s Baing
hald, sc lonng as expensss do not excesd
dirsct trasvel conts and enployes would not
hive traveled at all excep. for offfcfal
meeting.

2, Chargs ¢f sannusl lesve for ti{ve spant
returning teo headquartexrs from smnual

leave point after temporary duty has been
ecancellad 1is matter for agency discretion.

This sction is in rasponse to & vequest dared August ¥, 1976,
from Orris C. Huet, 'un ainthorixed certifying officer of the
Fational Fiunsnce Centar, United States Departmant of Agriculture.
requesting our decisfion whethex Mr. Arnsud J, Loustalot, zn

enployea of the Cooperative State Rasearch Sarvice, Washington,
D.C., is indebted to the Governnent for expenses incurred while
traveling via Hew Orleans, Louisiana, to an official meeting in
Chicago, Illinois, which he was unable to attend due to cancella-
tion of all flights to that city during inclement wveather.

' Mr. Loustslot was authorized to travel from Washington to
Chicago and return to attend a weeting on Decsmbar 12 and return
the following day, December 13, 1374. Yor personal ressons, he
alacted to leavae Washingtor on Saturdey, Dacember 7, 1974, for
We:. Orlesns, whera ha rema/ned on sanusl leave until tha following
Thusday, December 12, 197i. Arrivinz at the Nev Orlecans airport
on Dacenber:12, 1974, for iis scheduled f£light %o Chiengo.

Mr. Loustalot was: 1u£orn.d that service to that city'a airport
[{0'Hare) had been halted Lacause of bad weather and: would not be
resuned unti) at least 6 p.wm. If he had waited until that time,
Mr. Loustalot would havae baan sble to attend tha Friday,

Ducamdar 13, 1974, sessior of the Chicago meeting. Howevar, bhe
stites, he constidered that sassicn "irrelsvant' comparad with the
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Thursday seesiocn which be hid missed and ¢to vhich be felt he
would hays comtribiced sigmificantly, Ha therefore detarminad
thst {t would be to the Covermmsmat's advamtage, both 1in terve of
cost and use of his own tise, to raturm directly to Weshingson
on the next available flight, My, Loustalst laft New Orleans

by Delca Afrlines on December 12, 13974, &t 1:30 p.m., arfriving fa
Washington at €120 p.m.

Covernnint Traval Requast (CIR) No. B-4,673,289 was fssusd
for roind trip air traval from Washingtom te Chicago and retura
for the scount of $120.73. Mr. Loustalot pexaonally paid an
additional $105.74, since roumd trip air fare from Washimgton to
Chicago via New Orlesns was $230.47, Whes ba sxchanged the
unusad portiva of his ticket to Chicszo, 1p order to vetumn
divectly to washinzton, a refund of §43.74 was dus since round
triy from Wash‘nzton to Rew Orleans wazs only $1720.73. .

Mr. Loustalot zequested that tha refund be applisd to tihe CGIR,
Ia astinatas that had he gone to Chicago, his trl'p would have
cost the Govaroment $1651 $110 alr fare, $30 per dies, aad §15
taxi faras.

A proposed travel voucher prepared by the Administrstive
Officer, Coopersative Stete Research Service, sought reimburse-
sont from Mr. Loustalot of $70.99, the diffsrence betwesn the
£120.73 round trip fars to Chicapoe charged to tha CTR and tha
$49,74 reiund, Nr, Loustalot took sxception to this wnucher, .
arguing tnat ha should not be required to pay the full zost of ,
the trip irom Washington to Naw Orleans and rstura and that he
should not be chargad annual leave for Thursday, Decesber 12,
1974, A second pronosed travel voucher, signad by Mr, Loustalat,
shows that peither he nor tha Government ows anything,

Tte certifying officer asks whather Mr. Luustalot is
indabtad to the Governmant, if so, to what extent, and vhether
he correctly was ch.vzed mmnuszl leava for nccaabcr 12, 1974.

We have cuuliutcntly hald that an 0-710760 assigned to
temporary duty vho departs preaature);, for ao ‘sltermsts
destination on authorfzed annual leave which be would nec have
taken but for the tamporary duty should not ba penalixad by
subsaquent. cancellation of the texporary duty z2asignment. See
52 Comp. Cen. BA1 (1973); 36 1d4. 421 (1956); 30 1d. 36 (1930);
B~175427, April 14, 1972, .
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In the instaat casa, although tha officisl msating which
Mr. Loustalot wee to attend had aot been cancelled, his insbilicy
te reach Chicago wam dua to circusetances beyond M.o coatrol., Ve
balieve the same rutionale should apply, provided that his
scheduling of annual leave in NFew Orleana wus a direct comasquence
of the Departmant of Agriculture's scheduling of his attendance

At tha meating in Chicago.

Therefora, tha Governmant {s liable for reimbursable expenses
incurred by Mr. Loustalot up to the smount which he would have
incurred had he traveled directly from llashington to Chicapo, n
this case linited to $120,73, the round-trip sir fare, since
expenscs for per diem and taxis Iin Chicago vare not actually
inzarred, 'I'hin anount was covered by the GTR. Mr. Loustalot is
1iable for $60. the differance between the round trip air fare
from Vashington to Chicago, $120.73, and the round trip air fars
ticu Uashington to Kew Orlesans, $180.73, Sinee Mr. Loustalot
alrndy has paid $109.74, the $49.74 refimd should go to him
zathexr than baing appliea apsinst the GTR ($109.74 minus $49.74
aquals $60), Apsuuing Che $49.74 has been cradited to the
Government, Mr, Lougtalot 1is entiiled to yecover that amour” 1f
it is administravively detearminad that but for the official
trip to Chicsgo, he would fiot have traveled to New Orleans,

Action on the voucher should be taken 1r accordance with the

'fotegoing.

As for m ‘ther ‘Mr. Loustalot should be charged annual leave
for Thursday, Dacember 12, 1974, when he zaturned from New Orleans
to Washiagtou, that is a mattar for grency sction consistont with
the adminiatretive detaxrmination on travel eincnoes wmder this
docision.
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